SUPPORT REVIEW AND MODIFICATION FAQ SHEET

CHILD SUPPORT REVIEW:

1.

A child support review is a review of the monthly amount charged for child support. Child support
is determined by a formula. You can find this formula and more information at:
https://courts.michigan.gov/administration/scao/officesprograms/foc/pages/child-support-
formula.aspx

Each party to a case is entitled to request a review of child support every 36 months. The friend
of the court will conduct a review before 36 months if you are able to show a significant change
in circumstances. You may request a review by completing a Request For Child Support Review
which is available online at

http://cms.allegancounty.org/sites/Office/CC/FOC/SitePages/ChildSupport.aspx or in the Friend
of the Court lobby.

Things to know about the Michigan Child Support Formula

2.

The Michigan Child Support Formula (MCSF) takes into consideration the incomes of both
parents, which includes, but is not limited to: salaries, overtime, premiums, and bonuses from all
employers including military pay, workers compensation, disability, as well as other income such
as rental income, interest and dividends. The formula does not, however consider public
assistance payments or Supplemental Security Income (SSI).

A current spouse’s income is not considered under the child support formula. In Michigan, a
current spouse who is not a parent has no obligation to support your child.

If a party voluntarily reduces or eliminates income, the court may base the ordered support on
the party’s ability to earn (this is known as “imputing” income).

The Michigan Child Support Formula allows a number of adjustments, including childcare
expenses, other biological children and mandatory deductions from income (such as mandatory
retirement withholdings).

A free online calculator for Michigan Child Support is available to the public at:
https://micase.state.mi.us/calculatorapp/public/welcome/load.html. You are encouraged to use
the calculator to get an approximation of what support might look like for your case before you
request it.

When will a change in child support become effective?

Absent an agreement of the parties, the Friend of the Court will set the effective date on the 1% of the
month following the date the recommended new support amount is mailed out to you. If you want relief
to be effective sooner, you may want to file a motion regarding support instead of asking for a review.
The new monthly amount will not change until a new court order is signed by a judge and entered with
the Friend of the Court.

| filed copies of my paystubs and complete tax returns and all schedules with my request. | have now
received a FOC questionnaire. Is this necessary?

Yes. Both parties must complete the questionnaire and provide any additional documentation referenced
in the questionnaire.
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| did not return my questionnaire. What do | do?

If you have missed the 14-day timeline to return the requested documents to the Friend of the Court
(FOC) office, please contact the office and make arrangements to return them as soon as possible.

After reviewing the Recommendation sent by the FOC, we have come up with an agreement. What can
we do?

1. By agreement of the parties. If the parties agree on this issue, the Friend of the Court (FOC) can
help you modify your court order without the need for a court hearing.

a. Step 1: write out the details of your agreement and have both parties sign and date
it. (Please note this agreement is not a court order until it is sighed by the judge, so
additional steps are necessary).

b. Step 2: give the original copy of your agreement to the Friend of the Court by dropping it
off in person, sending it via mail to Allegan County Friend of the Court, PO Box 358,
Allegan, MI 49010, uploading the agreement to your MiSupport account or fax your
agreement to 269-673-0322.

c. Step 3:the FOC will schedule an appointment for both parties to come into the office to
put the agreement into a court order. You may be able to avoid an in-person
appointment and sign a new order electronically.

d. Step 4:the FOC will process the paperwork and will mail you a copy once it is signed by
the judge.

*Please note that if the children receive cash assistance, Medicaid, food assistance or child care
assistance, this may limit your ability to deviate from the Michigan Child Support Formula
amount.

2. Atthe objection hearing.

Does the FOC make recommendations regarding Spousal Support/Alimony?

No. The FOC is unable to address, modify, or handle any aspects of spousal support except to charge the
amount currently ordered, and collect that amount. The FOC may initiate enforcement of a spousal
support order.

Does writing a letter to request for a review qualify as filing a motion?

No. A letter, or the FOC form to Request a Review are ways to ask the FOC to conduct a review. If you
need or want any partial charges to be effective earlier upon your request you will need to file a motion
with the court.

When making a recommendation for child support, does the FOC take into consideration my bills such as
car payments, rent, mortgage, utilities, and credit card debt?

Generally, no, the Michigan Child Support Formula already assumes all people have certain living
expenses. The FOC cannot deduct those bills before calculating support and making a recommendation.
If a person has extra ordinary expenses, the FOC may recommend a deviation from the formula.
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How long does a support review take?

A review can take up to 180 days. If any change is recommended it will not be effective until after the
recommendation is completed and mailed out to the parties. If you need more immediate relief, you
should consider filing a motion.

What if | don’t agree with the Recommendation?

You must file a written objection within 21-days from the date the recommendation was mailed to you.
Your objection will be scheduled for a hearing. You will need to attend the hearing and you will need to
bring documentation with you that supports your objection, for example pay stubs, doctor’s note, etc.

What do | do if | have been ordered to pay child support and | become incarcerated?

Tell the FOC. The FOC will review your child support order. You may be entitled to have your support
abated during a point of incarceration.
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