HEALTH
Department

ALLEGAN COUNTY BEACHES:
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

We are fortunate to be close to some wonderful beaches in Michigan. However, while we want
beachgoers to have fun when visiting the beaches, we encourage you to take steps to avoid illness.
Below are some frequently asked questions about Allegan County beaches and testing done by the

Allegan County Health Department (ACHD).

Does the Health Department test beach water for E.coli?

ACHD conducts weekly beach sampling from Memorial Day to Labor Day at a select
few beaches in Allegan County, funded by two Michigan Department of
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) grants. Scan the QR code for more
information and weekly test results on the MiEnviro Portal.

Q,. Why aren't all beaches in Allegan County tested?

We currently do not have the resources or funds to test all of the beaches in Allegan County.
Based on the funding received from current grants, we have prioritized high-risk beaches.
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Will advisories be issued?

We will continue to issue advisories if there is a beach sampled that has high E. coli levels (4
over the state limits or if there are Harmful Algal Blooms present (HABs). Advisories will be

posted on our ACHD Facebook Account. Advisories will also be issued if there is some type
of contamination event, such as a manure spill, combined sewage overflow (CSO), sanitary
sewage overflow (SS0), etc.

'_\P How will | know if the water is safe to swim in?

v Generally, Allegan County beaches and State Parks are safe. However, if you choose to
P} # swim, you risk being exposed to recreational waterborne illness. Use your best judgment
» when making that decision. If swimming, consider practicing safe swimming and help
- prevent recreational water illnesses:

Keep pets off the beach
Do not feed the birds \1
Use the restroom before swimming

Do not swim in water that smells foul or looks murky
Do not swim immediately after a heavy rain

Do not swallow lake water

Vigorously towel off after swimming

Wash your hands with soap and water before eating
Shower as soon as possible when you return home

Beach Test Results,
Advisories and
Closings throughout
the state of Michigan
are posted on the
MiEnviro Portal
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Questions? Contact ACHD at 269-673-5415 or healthed@allegancounty.org



https://www.egle.state.mi.us/beach/
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/water-resources/assessment-michigan-waters/e-coli-in-surface-waters
http://gophouse.org/representatives/southwest/whiteford/
http://gophouse.org/representatives/southwest/whiteford/
http://www.deq.state.mi.us/beach/Default.aspx
http://www.deq.state.mi.us/beach/Default.aspx
http://www.deq.state.mi.us/beach/Default.aspx
http://www.deq.state.mi.us/beach/Default.aspx
https://www.egle.state.mi.us/beach/

