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Allegan County
Commission
on Aging

Chairperson: Rich Butler
Vice Chairperson: Sally Heavener

COMMISSION ON AGING - MINUTES

Chair Rich Bulter called the meeting to order at 9:01 am on May 21, 2025

Pledge of Allegiance, Roll call

The Commission of Aging met in the Zimmerman Room of the Human Services Building.

ROLL CALL:

PRESENT: Commissioner Mark DeYoung, Chairperson Rich Butler, Vice-Chairperson Sally
Heavener, Larry Ladenburger, Mary Campbell, Jo VerBeek, Jim Storey, Pat Petersen
EXCUSED ABSENT: Lue Phelps

OTHERS: Director Jen Garcia and Teresa Galloway; Sallie Prins from Holland PHO

COMMUNICATIONS:

Director Garcia shared Allegan County Senior Expo flyers with additional copies for community
distribution with the members. Chairperson Butler reminded members they are expected to be at the
event Senior Expo on June 26" at First Baptist Church to assist with registration, breakfast and lunch
service. Director Garcia asked members to report between 7:00 AM and 7:15 AM.

Other communications noted included the Community Action annual report as they celebrated 60 years
of service.

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA- ADOPTED AS PRESENTED
Approval of the agenda moved by Larry Ladenburger, supported by Jo VerBeek. All in favor, motion
carried.

PRESENTATIONS: None

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

Sallie Prins with Holland PHO an entity of Holland Hospital. The reason they would like to be involved
with Allegan County Senior Service is because care and services at discharge is key to a successful
recovery.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:
-Mary Campbell reported on that the AAA Advisory Board had the annual meeting to re-elect the
executive committee. A big part of the meeting was discussion of the budget and ongoing advocacy.
The Advocacy Toolkit will be emailed out to members following the meeting. If the older Americans
Act is cut in October, it will be a large impact to AAAWM funding and programming.
-Jo VerBeek provided a handout related to Medicaid and how potential funding cuts would directly
impact Michigan residents, presented as a subset of a larger presentation.
-Review of COA Bylaws & Member Expectations: motion made by Vice Chair Heavener to table the
review of the COA Bylaws and member expectations to gather further information to discuss at the June
18" COA meeting, supported by Jim Storey. All in favor, motion carried.

Mission Statement

“Dedicated to serving Allegan County seniors by developing and coordinating services
that support their independence, maintain their dignity, and preserve their quality of life”


http://www.allegancounty.org/

-Senior Workgroup Goals: Chairperson Butler reported that they have not done much work with people
out with illness. There will be meeting and moving forward.

Jo VerBeek reported that Meals on Wheels of West Michigan is starting to do pop-up meals around the
county with a new location at the Pullman Linking Center and Wayland City Park to name a few upcoming
sites. Also, Jo VerBeek reported personal research gathered on what other counties in Michigan have a
millage and what level of services they provide.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS:

-Susan Evans, Program Manager, Alzheimer’s Association Michigan Chapter; presenting virtually at June 18
COA meeting

-Allegan County Senior Expo, June 26: COA Roles & Responsibilities

-2026 Budget Review

-Home Delivered Meals discussion

ROUND TABLE (COA MEMBER TIME):

Commissioner Mark DeYoung mentioned the Post office food drive. Project Hope in Dorr has food
available.

Larry Ladenburger spoke about Plainwell Life Long Learners. Also, he mentioned about listing some
of the local expos on our COA calendar.

Mary Campbell attended the housing summit that ACCF put on. There will be another

summit in September. Definite housing needed in the county and throughout the state.

Director Garcia mentioned the Holland Senior Community Day on May 30"; ACSS will have a booth
and she will be speaking on a panel of senior presenters in the morning.

Chairperson Butler told about the Allegan Antique Market at the Allegan County Fair the last Sunday in
May happening throughout the summers.

Jim Storey made mention that there are a lot of things on the cutting of Medicaid that he could not
advocate for.

Director Garcia will be attending the Tribal Health Fair on May 31% at Camp Jijak in Hopkins.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL: June 18, 2025

Motion to adjourn by Vice Chair Heavener, supported by Larry Ladenburger. All in favor, motion
carried. The meeting adjourned at 10:37am. Next Meeting June 18, 2025 from 9:00 am-11:00 am in the
Zimmerman Room at the Human Services Building.



