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Dear Allegan County Taxpayer,

On behalf of Chief Deputy Clerk Jackie Porter, Chief Deputy Register of Deeds Linda Brower, and
my entire staff, it is a pleasure to submit to you my Annual Report to Taxpayers for 2024. Last
year was a year unlike any other for the offices of Clerk and Register. In fact, it was truly history
making.

In the Clerk’s Office- Elections Division, the stress involved with managing four elections - two
primaries, one special and a Presidential- kept us extremely busy, stressed and at times
overwhelmed as the office had our share of all-nighters. At one point in May, our team was
managing the Canvas of the May Election while responding to a very extension FOIA request
from the February Election along with programming the ballots for the August Election all at
once.

Shifting gears, our deputy clerks of Vital Records served 4,860 customers as overall transactions
increased by more than 474 from 2023. That represents the third highest number of
transactions since 2016.

In the 48th Circuit Court Records Division, deputy clerks performed valiantly in making sure that
with the 2,560 new cases filed, the public and our judges were well served.

In the Register of Deeds Office, deputy registers worked hard to accommodate an increase in
the number of land transfers and mortgages recorded (the first increase in three years). Finally,
while Passport Applications were down from the record setting of the prior year, impending
REAL ID requirements kept applications very steady in 2024.

With all the moving of offices and construction at the Court House, our team had to work in
less-than-ideal conditions for many months continuing into 2025. Throughout it all, | am very
proud of the quality of service they provided to THE PEOPLE of ALLEGAN COUNTY. It’s blessing
to serve as your county clerk and register of deeds.

Bob Genetski
Allegan County Clerk — Register of Deeds (269) 673-0291



mailto:bgenetski@allegancounty.org
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The Offices of the Allegan County Clerk and Register of Deeds are open weekdays from 8 A.M.
to 5 P.M. The Clerk’s Office is located at the Courthouse in the County Seat; the Register’s
Office is at the Admin Building in Allegan Township:

The Allegan County Courthouse Administration Building

113 Chestnut Street
Allegan, M1 49010

Deputy Clerks and Registers can help answer questions by phone at:

Vital Records
Elections
Circuit Court Records

Register of Deeds

3283 122nd Ave.
Allegan, MI 49010

(269) 673-0450
(269) 673-0290
(269) 673-0300

(269) 673-0390




OFFICE OF THE cOUNTY cLerk D

The Office of County Clerk was established by the Michigan ELECTIONS DIVISION
State Constitution. The county clerk is elected on a partisan AT A GLANCE
basis for a four-year term. Some Michigan counties have
combined the Office of Clerk and the Register of Deeds (as in
Allegan County). The combination of the Office of the County
Clerk and Register of Deeds was established in the 1850
Constitution.

Direct Report: Chief Deputy
Clerk Jackie Porter

Division FTE’s: 1
Under the Michigan Constitution (Article VII, Section 5), “The

sheriff, county clerk, county treasurer and register of deeds
shall hold their principal offices at the county seat.” 45 in county precincts

Coordinating for:

, L . . . 10 in county school districts
The clerk’s office is comprised of three divisions: Elections,

Vital Records, and Circuit Court Records. Voter Turnout in 2024 in %:

‘9

February 27" 24.12%
Presidential Primary

\VEVAL 15.88%
Special Election

August 6" 30.29%
Primary Election

November 5" 71.35%
General Election

Steve McNeal (Chairman of the Board of Canvasses) is sworn in by Clerk Genetski

Elections Division / Overview Turnout in Raw Numbers:

February 27" 23,879

The County Clerk is the chief election officer in Allegan
County. While local jurisdictions run much of the day-to-day May 7 7,721
operations for voting, the Elections Division is responsible for
the administration of elections, the accurate accumulation of
results, and maintaining of election records. The Elections November 5" 72,435
Coordinator collaborates with staff at the county office, state
agencies, with other county clerks, as well as township and
city clerks throughout Allegan County. This work covers three
basic areas related to elections: maintaining the Qualified
Voter File, meeting the campaign finance and educational
needs of candidates, and serving the election needs of Allegan
County voters.

August 6% 27,559

The Elections Division works
with Barry County, Berrien
County, Kent County,
Kalamazoo County, Ottawa
County, Van Buren and the
State to accumulate
election results.




(Elections Division — continued)

The Qualified Voter File

The Qualified Voter File (QVF) is a state-run database of every legally registered voter in
Michigan. To ensure the integrity of voter rolls for Allegan County residents, the Election
Coordinator facilitates entry of newly registered voters, address updates, and removal of
electors who have moved, who request to be removed from rolls or who have passed away.
The coordinator also communicates with other states to remove voters who move across state
lines from the files. Maintaining the integrity of the QVF is essential to protecting the security
of the vote.

Campaign Finance

Maintaining the many

election files that serve hollar ‘41_. | .
Allegan County sentinelv...

candidates, residents,
and the public at large COUNTY
is constant work.- The  Commission: Jim Storey will need to

Elections Division . e
makes every effort to find another way onto the ballot in

align Allegan County August
filing policies with the Mitchell Boatman
ever—changing Holland Sentinel

Published 11:37 a.m. ET May 16, 2024

Campaign Finance Law
0O X = »

governed by the

Bureau of Elections in Allegan County Commissioner Jim Storey failed to qualify for the ballot due to missing

. campaign finance reports & unpaid fines.
Lansing. paign f P paid f

During 2024, the Clerk’s Office oversaw and accepted campaign filings from 311 candidates and
2 ballot initiative groups while accepting candidate filings from 14 “write in” candidates for city
council, township office and school board.

ELECTIONS AND THE PUBLIC
2024 Elections

For the third Presidential Election in a row, Michigan was at the center of the electoral
universe. Campaign funds flowed into the state. National candidates toured the mitten and
the U.P. (including two visits to Allegan County by J.D. Vance who would be elected Vice
President) and campaign ads were ever present. Clerks throughout Allegan County trained
hard and prepared constantly in anticipation of the high voter turnout and the new Early In
Person Voting that would occur for nine days before each of the three federal elections. If the
excitement of the Presidential was not enough to manage, voters would be deciding on a new
U.S. Senator — an open seat in a battleground state that would generate even more attention.



(Elections Division — continued)

The February 27 Presidential Primary

The biggest news to come out of the February election was the statewide implementation of
Early In Person Voting. The County’s Election Division worked hard with city and township
clerks to prepare jurisdictions to host their first ever Constitutionally mandated nine days of

Early Voting.

holland

sentine | oo Despite tremendous
efforts of local
Sports Entertainment Calendar Opinion Advertise Obituaries eNewspaper Legals cIerks, very few

LOCAL voters chose to use
. the new

Where to vote early in Alleganand ' . ¢ e
Ottawa counties Presidential

Mitchell Boatman Primary'

Holland Sentinel
Published 3:45 a.m. ET Feb. 16, 2024 Only 24.12% of
0O X = » registered voters in

Allegan County
were interested
enough in the
' choices to cast
21n2022. ballots in the
February primary.
In the Democratic Primary, Joe Biden took the most delegates with 5,344 votes,
“Uncommitted” came in 2" with 639, Marianne Williamson won 184 and Dean Phillips earned
157 votes. Of voters who cast a Republican ballot, 11,835 went for Donald J. Trump while Nikki
Haley earned 4,709 and 508 were “Uncommitted” with 232 for Ron DeSantis.

Michigan voters, for the first time, will enjoy nine days of early voting for
the presidential primary. The expanded voting option will be a staple for
any election with federal or state items, following the passage of Proposal

Also on the ballot, the City

of Fennvi.IIe had their Fire “Despite all the media attention, only 1.89% of Allegan
S::fety M'”?ge Renewal at County voters thought that the nine days of Early In
the same time Monterey Person Voting for the Presidential Primary was an

Township voters decided on attractive enough idea to engage.”
a road millage. Voters who g gage.

live in Glenn Public School Bob Genetski — County Clerk
District voted on an

operating millage and

passed a separate question

to expand their school board

by two members. Residents

in the South Haven Public School District had a ballot issue as well to decide.



(Elections Division — continued)
Longtime Township Trustee Retires

In between elections, a Martin Township Trustee made statewide
news... by retiring. Jack Sipple was first appointed to the board in =
1969. He had served 55 years and had been elected to 13 terms by = /NS Sl - )
his constituents. He formally retired from his service on March 31.
State Representative Smit (former Martin Township Clerk) presented
Sipple a Tribute from the State Legislature recognizing him as the
longest serving elected official in Michigan.

Representative Smit présents
Trustee Sipple with a Tribute
from the State.

The May 7t Special Election
Allegan County clerk talks on importance of voting in

local elections Twenty two of the thirty-two

jurisdictions in Allegan County
had items on the ballot for the
, May Election. Casco Township
voters had three proposals to
decide on. Electorsin
Bloomingdale Public Schools
found 2 bond issues on their
ballots. The operating millage for Hamilton Community Schools, Hudsonville Public Schools,
Thornapple Kellogg, Wayland Union and Zeeland Public Schools all made the ballot. Plainwell
Schools voters rejected a $39.8 Million Bond issue.

by Carter Landis | News Channel 3 | Wed, August 7th 2024 at 12:24 AM

In county turnout for the election was 15.88% or 7,721 voters.

The August 6% Primary Election

The biggest news in [N |
Allegan County relative Commission vice-chair Kapenga dies

to Primary Election was

the trag|c pass| ng of Allegan County Commission vice chair Dean Kapenga, who since 2020 redistricting has represented Saugatuck
Township among athers on the commission, died early Monday, Aug. 5, at Grand Rapids U-M Health West surrounded

longtime County

Commissioner Dean
Commission chair Jim Storey reported news of Kapenga's passing and canceled board study and business
Ka penga the day bEfOI’e meetings slated for Thursday, Aug. 8.

the election. The The retired 30-year Allegan Sheriff's Department deputy was first elected commissioner in 2007 and had served the
dedicated public servant,  countyboare's crair at one time.

statesman and former

Sheriff's Deputy succumbed to a stroke the day before the Primary Election while seeking his
ninth term. A man of tremendous faith in God and a true public servant in so many ways,
Dean’s loss was felt by many throughout the county and will be for years to come.

by his wife Jan and family. He had suffered a stroke three days earlier,



(Elections Division — continued)

For the 30.29% of the eligible
voters in Allegan County that
turned out to choose nominees
in the State Primary, it was a
very long ballot! Voters had the
opportunity to choose partisan
candidates for U.S. Senate, U.S.
House, State House, countywide
officers, township officers,
township parks commissioners
down to Democratic and
Republican Precinct Delegates.

holland

sentinelv...

Sports Entertainment Calendar Opinion Advertise Obituaries eNewspaper Legal

Baker retains sheriff nomination, Villar defeats Koch

In Allegan County, Sheriff Frank Baker cruised to a primary win over
challenger Dean Brandt with 63.3% of the vote.

Mike Villar, in his third attempt at Allegan County Prosecutor, defeated
incumbent Myrene Koch. Villar earned 50.6% of the vote and won by a
margin of 218 votes, according to unofficial results.

In the two contested countywide primaries, Sheriff Frank Baker retained

the Republican Nomination while Mike Villar defeated incumbent Myrene
Koch for Prosecuting Attorney.

In nonpartisan races, a newly created judicial seat on the 48™ Circuit Court created a three-way
primary for that spot (two of whom would advance to the November ballot). The Ransom
District Library Millage prevailed as did operating millage questions for Allegan Public Schools,
Bloomingdale Public Schools & Fennville Public Schools. The Van Buren County ISD Special
Education Millage Renewal passed as well.

ETPLACE
Place Classifieds

Sports Entertainment Calendar Opinion

Allegan County: Van Beek defeats
write-in Storey; Laketown Township
Board sees shake up

Mitchell Boatman
, Holland Sentinel
Published 9:02 a.m. ET Aug. 7, 2024

0O X = »

ALLEGAN COUNTY — Allegan County Board Chair Jim Storey lost his
seat Tuesday, after a write-in campaign failed against challenger Craig Van

Beek.

Van Beek, a pastor and school board chair in Hamilton, was the only name
on the ballot in District 1, which includes parts of Holland, Fillmore

The sitting county board chairman lost the GOP primary for his seat on the board while
running as a write-in against a political upstart.

Advertise Obituaries eNewspaper Legals

holland

The County 911 Operatin
sentinelw... y perating

Surcharge Proposal passed
roughly 2-1. The County
Millage for Road
Resurfacing and
Reconstruction also
passed.

There were numerous
local proposals on the
ballot. Allegan Township
had 2 proposals (roads and
fire protection) while
Cheshire voters decided
on a road millage. Ballots
in Clyde Township
contained renewal
measures for ambulance
service, fire protection and
roads.

A renewal for fire equipment and fire vehicle proposal was up in Dorr Township.



(Elections Division — continued)

Three proposals faced Ganges Township voters for: ambulance service and first responder
funding, fire protection, and roads. A fire improvement millage and a road improvement
millage were waiting for Heath Township electors on their ballots.

The Detroit News

SERVING MICHIGAN SINCE 1873

[ News ] Sports Autos Business Michigan Life+Home Entertainment Opinion Obituarie

MICHIGAN

Feds to monitor election operations

Hopkins Township voters
passed a renewal Millage
for road improvements
by a mere 44 votes.
Voters in the

in some West Michigan communities northwestern part of the

Tuesday

Beth LeBlanc
The Detroit News

Published 6:03 p.m. ET Aug. 5, 2024

0O X &= »

The U.S. Department of Justice will monitor elections in several West
Michigan communities during Tuesday’s primary, according to a

statement from the department.

The department noted it routinely deploys employees to communities
across the nation to check for compliance with federal voting rights laws

In a move that caught Allegan County officials and local clerks off-guard, the U.S. Justice
Department sent teams to ensure that Clyde Township and the City of Fennville were in
compliance with federal voting laws protecting minorities. No violations were found.

county said “yes” as
Laketown’s Fire, Road,
Bicycle Path and Drain
Millage Renewal was
approved. Leighton
Township residents
needed more convincing
as they rejected one
proposal for roads and
another for police and
fire protection.
Twenty-one votes
separated the “no’s”
from “yes’s” among

Salem Township voters in the defeat of a road millage renewal.

A majority of Valley Township voters said “yes” to renewals of “Extra Voted Millage” language
for fire protection and road improvements. Watson Township voters renewed a dust control
and road maintenance initiative while Wayland Township voters had three decisions to make.
They passed a fire protection and ambulance services operating millage and a waste
reduction/recycling millage while shooting down a road millage proposal.

When the Only Candidate in a Race Dies

Even before popular County Commissioner
Dean Kapenga could be properly mourned,
political and legal questions began to arise
regarding the fact that the only candidate on
the primary ballot for the County Commission
District #3 had died leaving no candidate with
a party nomination for the General Election
Ballot.

ALLEGAN COUNTY

Allegan County looks to fill
late commissioner’s seat

Skog

ALLEGAN TOWNSHIP, Mich. (WOOD) — After the sudden death of an Allegan County commissioner,

the board must appoint his replacement within the next three weeks.

Dean Michael Kapenga, 69, died on Aug. 5 of an “unexpected stroke,” according to his obituary. He
is survived by his wife, four children and 17 grandchildren. His funeral was held Saturday at Central
Wesleyan Church in Holland.



(Elections Division — continued)

UPDATE: Allegan Co. Board Tabs Jessup for District 3 Vacancy;
Takes Up Budget & Lawsuit on Thursday
On August 21st, after conducting interviews of

numerous candidates, the remaining four members
ALLEGAN TWF., MIIWHTC-4M/FM, Aug, 21, 2024) - Tom Jessup is back on the Allegan County Board of
of the Allegan County Board chose former County

Inaspecial meeting an Wednesday that took about five hours to complete, the governing panal for caunty

gavarnment vated 3-1in favor of the one-time Casco Township supervisor to replace the late Dean Kapenga Com missioner Tom Jessup Of Ca SCo Township to

ta represant District 3, which comprises much of the southwest corner of the county. Jessup emerged as a

Tinalist amang nine who submitted applications by Monday's deadline, and who presanted their case while

serve out the remainder of the Kapenga term.

However, the next day, in an affront to the Board Members, Allegan County Republican Party
grassroots activists chose Brad Lubbers of Manlius Township to be their nominee on the

November ballot. In response to the county
Republican nomination of Lubbers, a Allegan County GOP names nominee
Democratic candidate sued County Clerk for Kapenga's seat. That could be a
Genetski and the Secretary of State in an legal problem
attempt to keep the GOP nominee off the ! Mitchell Boatman
ballot. Publshed 129 p.m, ET Sept 9, 2024

O X = 4

ALLEGAN — The unexpected death of a longtime civil servant may have

Had the lawsuit been successful, voters would sparked a new legal battle in Allegan County.
have only been able to choose write-in
candidates for commissioner on their November ballots.

With deadlines to print ballots looming- on September 13, a Kent County Judge ruled in Clerk
Genetski’s favor. “’Given the

[ News | |
ack of a clear statutory
Judge: Lubbers’ Name Ok to Appear on November 5 .
9 AP mandate, defendant (Genetski)

Ballot . .
appropriately relied on

guidance from the Michigan
Secretary of State when he
concluded that it was
appropriate to place Mr.
Lubbers’ name on the ballot,’
[Judge] Quist decided.”

How Important was Michigan in the Presidential Election?

a]

Michigan’s stature as a swing state, having wEsT e Ay
chosen the winner for every presidential -— - -
candidate going back to 2008, meant that o x

. . . . NEWS > NATIONAL POLITICS > AMERICA VOTES i
Fillmore Township got a visit from J.D. Vance
shortly before the election when HES JD Vance returning to West Michigan for
Equipment hosted the Veep candidate for a rally in Holland

” The senator and vice presidential nominee will speak to supporters Tuesday at

rally. 3:30 p.m.

10



(Elections Division — continued)
The November 5" General Election

The first General Election with Early In Person
Voting throughout Michigan was well received by
Allegan County voters. Of those 101,517 registered,
72,435 (71.35%) cast a ballot. Very unexpectedly,
roughly 50% of votes counted in Allegan County
were either absentee ballots or Early In Person
Voting; 25,223 voters participated during the nine days of early voting. Local clerks and
election inspectors earned praise from Lansing, the media and their constituents for their hard
work and the ease with which electors were able to make their voices heard.

There were not a lot of surprises in the results on Election Night in the County. Donald Trump
won a majority of votes over Kamala Harris. Mike Rogers earned more votes than Elissa Slotkin.
Bill Huizenga retained his seat in the U.S. House for the 4™ Congressional District.

Of the six State House seats that represent portions of
Allegan County, the incumbents were all re-elected
including Allegan County’s own Rachelle Smit (R- Martin)
43" District & Nancy DeBoer (R — Holland) 86" District
while Casco Township’s Kevin Whiteford fell short in his
effort to win the 38™ District seat.

At the county level a new Drain Commissioner and
Prosecuting Attorney were elected.

As far as Township Board positions, there were very few
Wl surprises, but a lot of first-time candidates for office won their
L : races. The entire Overisel Township Board retired in 2024- so,
i -f an entirely new slate of five candidates replaced them. Clerk
i ol seats in Casco Township and Watson Township flipped from
When the Geu,,- Family welcomed o~ D€mocrat to Republican as longtime clerks retired. The Lee
Vance to Holland, it was the first time Township Supervisor position went from a longtime
since 2004 that a major party nominee  pamocratic officer to the GOP while one of the Trustee spots
visited Allegan County. . L. .
flipped as well. Sadly, shortly after winning reelection, the
amicable Valley Township Supervisor Ron Remington passed away.

Of the 24 township clerks countywide, 8 retired this cycle and one was defeated in the
Republican Primary meaning that after the election, nearly one-third of the 32 local clerks (city
& township) will be brand new to their jobs in 2025. Given the staggering number of new
responsibilities thrust on clerks over the last few years, no one can blame any of them for
leaving a job that was supposed to be part-time and grew to be much more.

11



(Elections Division — continued)

wood &HeoEr e SR N ovember 5% saw school
board members elected
for school districts in
Allegan, Fennville,
Hamilton, Martin,
Otsego, Plainwell, and

= for Wayland Union Public
Schools. Candidates for
the Board in Saugatuck
won after all had to run

ws v Weather ~ WOOD TV+ ~ Sports v Watch ~ eightWest ~ Community v More ~ Q search

ALLEGAN COUNTY

Plainwell Community
Schools bond rejected again

as write-ins.

Hopkins School Number
The will of Hopkins Public Schools voters was thwarted after Board Candidates | of Votes
Steven Johnson earned 2,434 votes — more than any other Steven Johnson 2,434
candidate- but the School Board chose to seat another Karen Ryan 2379
candidate after a paperwork deadline threw the election into lan A. Gibson 2182
limbo.

The Fennville Public Schools Operating Millage passed, but the Plainwell Public Schools request
for a Bond Issue was rejected a second time by the voters.

Allegan District Library Board members were reelected. Village Boards were elected in Martin
& Hopkins. The City of Wayland reelected Mayor Jennifer Antel and retained three other city
council members.

Voter Turnout | Election | In Saugatuck, former Mayor Christine Peterson defeated an
Percentages in | Year incumbent to rejoin city council while the remaining incumbents
Allegan County were reelected. Voters in the City of Plainwell elected Cathy
72.72% 2020 Green and Lori Steele to City Council. Otsego City Commission
71.59% 2004 electors chose three candidates who were uncontested.
71.35% 2024
70% 2008 With six candidates on the ballot in the City of the Village of
67% 2016 Douglas- Randy Walker, John O’Malley Greg Freeman and Neal
66.9% 2012 Seabert were certified as winners. And in the county seat, voters
65.7% 2000 approved Melanie Hooker, Will Walker, Patrick Westover, and
61% 1996 Carol Canales to serve on Allegan City Council.

In the judicial races, for the full term on the State Supreme Court Kimberly Ann Thomas
defeated Andrew Fink by 21 votes. In the other State Supreme Court contest to finish out a
partial term, Kyra Harris Bolden defeated Patrick William O’Grady by less than 3,000 votes. For
the newly created 48™ Circuit Court seat, Emily Jipp won over Elizabeth Peterson. Voters
approved Matt Antkoviak for a partial term after his appointment to the 48t Circuit Bench.

12



(Elections Division — continued)

At the same time voters reelected William A. Baillargeon to his seat on the 57t District Court
while Jolene Clearwater was elected to her first term as Judge of the Probate Court.

All of the township proposals on the ballot passed except a road millage renewal in Salem
Township.

Voters in Leighton Township elected six library board members.

Allegan County Election 2024 votes by the Numbers
120,000
101,517
100,000
80,000 72,435

60,000 52,507

40,000

20,000

M Registered Voters m Voters Who Turned Out M Bob Genetski Sally Brooks

M Bill Huizenga B Trump/Vance W Harris/Walz

throughout Allegan County are the

they did an amazing job adjusting to
" changes in election law and
administering completely new

- just four years ago. These public
to our democratic system. (Left—

Election Inspectors at Training in
Plainwell City Hall. The Clerk’s Office

® Our local clerks and election inspectors

backbone of well run elections. In 2024,

procedures no one could have imagined

{ servants showed tremendous dedication

trained over 670 Inspectors on the year).

13



VITAL RECORDS DIVISION

The Vital Records Division assists Allegan County residents with filing and obtaining birth
certificates, marriage certificates, death certificates, and genealogy research.

In addition, the division receives applications for Concealed Pistol Licenses (CPL’s), the
recording of home births, notary public applications, small business licenses (DBA’s) and
provides the free service of registering papers of honorable military discharge.

Certified copies of records can be obtained by visiting our office between 8 AM and 5 PM,
Monday through Friday. If someone is unsure of a record, friendly deputy clerks are happy to
answer any questions they can over the phone at (269) 673-0450. Application forms for many
of our services can be found online at:

VITAL RECORDS DIVISION QUICK
FACTS:

Chief Deputy Clerk: Jackie Porter
FTE’s: 1.8
Earliest Records on File:

September 1%, 1835 County organized
within the Michigan Territory

December 17th, 1835 First Marriage
License

October 4th, 1836 Board of Supervisors
Proceedings

January 24", 1867 First Birth Recorded

February 13, 1867 First Death Record
(William Collman of Cheshire, died at
one year, one month and 5 days. Cause
of death: “Too Powerful Medicine”)

DIVISION OVERVIEW

Elections were not the only game in town in 2024.
The hardworking deputy clerks of the Vital Record
Division were very busy managing over 4,860
transactions (up almost 10% from 2023 & the third
highest number since 2017) for Allegan County
residents.

Concealed Pistol License applications were up from
last year and accounted for 51% of all transactions in
the office. Applications for those seeking matrimony
were up as well.

Notary applications were up by 32 though DBA’s were
down from 2023.

Homebirths recorded with the office were up very
slightly.

The number of Papers of Honorable Discharge

recorded by U.S. Military Veterans were reduced by nearly one half —from 15 in 2023 down to

8in 2024.

Year 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Number of 4,389 | 4,210 | 4,356 | 4,254 | 5,129 | 5,067 | 4,686 | 4,386 | 4,860
Transactions

14


https://www.allegancounty.org/departments/county-clerk/vital-records
https://www.allegancounty.org/departments/county-clerk/vital-records

(Vital Records Division — continued)

Official Documents Recorded with the Vital
Records Division in 2024

914, 19% m Birth Records

Death Records

Marriage Licenses

ECPL's
805, 16%
DD 214
2,479, 51% B Notary Public applications
H DBA's

Of the 4,860 total transaction in 2024, Concealed Pistol Licenses accounted for 2,479 or 51%.
The 914 Death Certificates logged with the deputy clerks accounted for 19% of records. The
third most frequently recorded documents for 16% were the 805 Marriage License applications.
With 385 applications for Doing Business under an Assumed name, DBA’s came in with 8% of
the total and the fourth largest number. Next, the 235 applications for Notary Public
represented 5% of transactions. The 34 Birth Records presented to the office were only 1% of
the total while the 8 DD 214’s recorded did not even register as a percent of the total numbers.

Monies Collected by Vital Records

In 2024, the Vital Records Division took in $265,431 in fees for services at the following rates:

Marriage License Applications — Fee of $20 Filing of a DBA - Fee of 510
Application for a Notary Public- Fee of $10 (new) CPL Application —Fee of $100
CPL renewal - Fee of $115 Miscellaneous Fees* - Fee of $S10

Certified Copies (of Marriage Licenses, Death Certificates, and Birth Certificates) — Fee of $10
(first copy) and $4 for each subsequent copy

*Fees for things such as replacement of a lost CPL card etc.

15



(Vital Records Division — continued)

Trends in Live Home Births

Since 2009, there are no longer any “birthing hospitals” in Allegan County. So, the only birth
certificates initiated in the County Clerk’s Office are those for “live home births” (except in the
case of emergencies). Due to a recent change in the law, fewer and fewer of the county’s little
angels come to Vital Records at the Courthouse with their parents for physical verification.
Instead, the midwife performs the verification and files the birth record directly with the state.
When the record is generated, one copy is recorded with the county and the other is on file
with the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services — State Office of Vital Records.

Year | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024
# of 12 27 25 30 29 35 22 32 39 42 30 34

Births
Since 20089, births recorded in Allegan County range from 11 to 42.

Where do babies come from? (home births - see map below)

Of the 34 births in Allegan County- Wayland Township had the most with three. The cities of
Wayland and Allegan had two each. The townships of Dorr, Heath, Hopkins, Laketown,
Leighton, Salem, Trowbridge, and Watson accounted for two
homebirths each. One baby was born in each of the following: Cities of
Holland & Otsego & the townships of Allegan, Casco, Clyde, Fillmore,
Manlius, Martin, Monterey, Overisel, and Valley.
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(Vital Records Division — continued)

Trends in County Marriage Licenses

Marriage Licenses Issued by Vital Records 2010-2024

2010 751

2011 721

2012 741

2013 728

2014 744

2015 773
2016 821
2017 815
2018 850
2019 775
2020 669

2021 797
2022 731

2023 750

2024 805

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900

Love rebounded in Allegan County during 2024 with eight hundred and five marriages recorded.
That number is 55 more than in 2023 and the fourth highest number since 2010. Going back to
2009, the single year high of marriage licenses is 850 in 2018 while the low was 655 attained in
20009.

Did you know??? The earliest recorded marriage license in the vault at the County Clerk’s
Office is for a marriage that took place when Michigan was still a territory. The marriage of
John W. Watson of Allegan to Betsy lves of Allegan occurred on December 17th, 1835 and was
solemnized by Justice of the Peace, John Anderson. The certificate was recorded in May 1836
with
County
~ ClerkA.
. L.Ely.
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(Vital Records Division — continued)

Trends in Vital Records from 2015 - 2024
3000
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The two biggest statistical changes in Vital Records from 2023 to 2024 occurred among
Concealed Pistol Licenses (which increased by 361 or 14.56%) and unfortunately, a decline in
DD 214’s from 15 to 8 (a drop of nearly 47%). Of the other records, nearly everything was up,
though only slightly, except for DBA’s which saw sixteen fewer applications submitted,
dropping from 401 to 385. Birth Records filed increased from 30 to 34. Marriage licenses
increased from 750 to 805 while the number of death records rose from 869 to 914.
Applications for Notary Public added 32 from 2023 to land at 235.

For Our Military Veterans

Processing DD 214’s for Our Veterans

WOMEN OF ALLEGAN COUN
RMED FORC
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

One of the most important (and least
known) services the Vital Records Division
offers is the recording of military discharge
papers otherwise known as DD 214’s. Most
often, when service members return to
civilian life, the military issues only one
copy of their papers of honorable
discharge. If the papers are lost or
destroyed, the federal government can be
very difficult to deal with when a veteran
tries to replace the originals.




(Vital Records Division — continued)

—— holland _ , l These papers are extremely

e clesstiess senfinelv... important for veterans as they
ports Entertainment Calendar Opinion Advertise Obituaries eNewspaper Le app|y for VA benefits, Gl Bill
New record benefits, and even to obtain the

“Veteran” designation on a
Michigan Driver’s License.

Number of veterans served by Allegan County skyrockets in 2017

Jake Allen jake.allen@hollandsentinel.com

Published 9:09 a.m. ET Jan. 17, 2018

0 X = A For this reason, the Office of the

County Clerk is encouraging all
Allegan County veterans to file
their papers of honorable
discharge with the office. It's a
quick process; it’s FREE, and it
gives veterans and their families
peace of mind.

T - When a veteran comes in to file
honorable discharge papers, he or she will receive the original papers back, a free certified
copy, and the individual and the veteran’s designated heirs will have access to free certified
copies for all of their needs for the rest of their lives. All of the information on the DD 214
(including whether the document is on file with the clerk) is not available to the public.

YEAR 2014 | 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 | 2023 | 2024
DD 214’s 7 4 1 44 24 16 6 28 19 15 8
Filed

Trends in DD 214's filed with the Clerk's Office.

In April of 2021, the Clerk’s Office was
able to roll out the Allegan County

The Allegan County Veterans ID Card ECICURDECIGRERININER {1
benefit extended to those who have

A Benefit for our Veterans been honorably discharged from U.S.
Military service and who file their DD
214 (papers of honorable discharge)
with the Clerk’s Office.

The process to obtain the card is quick and easy. The former serviceman or woman brings his
or her original DD 214 to the Clerk’s Office to be registered (or brings an ID to confirm that the
papers are already on file). The deputy clerks in the office make a copy, give the original DD
214 back to the veteran, take a quick digital photo and upload it before printing the card. The
entire visit in most cases takes no more than 10 minutes.
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(Vital Records Division — continued)

Veterans can present the cards at
participating businesses Allegan County Veteran ID Card
throughout the county and in fact
throughout the U.S. to obtain
discounts and benefits. Each
eligible Allegan County veteran is
presented with a booklet of such
benefits.

Branch:

Army

Discharge Date:
11/21/1994

Bob Genetski
The office has presented 86 113 Chestnut Street
Veterans ID Cards since the Allegan, MI 49010

. . . Date issued: 01/01/2020
benefit was first rolled out. Prior

to the release of the ID cards, this benefit was the number one request that customers would
ask for the Office to provide.

The Office would love to hear

A -
- \ ' | from more West Michigan
.. South Haven -~

) businesses that offer veterans
- Tnbm___: discounts to include in the
. ‘{.:W booklet. Any business that
‘ e o e——r would like to participate can call

(269) 673-0450 or email
bgenetski@allegancounty.org for

Veteran ID benefit cards now available to Allegan County details on how to advertise its
residents offer to our veterans.

8

Home Local News Obituaries Sports Letters Business Classifieds e-Editon AboutUs ContactUs
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CIRCUIT COURT RECORDS DIVISION

Division Overview

The Circuit Court Records Division of the Clerk’s Office is the
fundamental access point to the 48th Circuit Court for all parties
in a divorce, custody battle, civil matters greater than $25,000,
and felonies. This office is where customers have their first
interaction with the court system. The talented deputy clerks
work hard to make any experience at our service window as
seamless and pleasant as possible by providing information
regarding procedures, access to court related resources, Friend
of the Court and the Legal Assistance Center. The clerks also
provide access to public court records.

Our services include processing documents necessary to initiate
new cases filed with the Court as well as receiving, reviewing,
and processing all documents pertaining to pending legal matters
before judges, pulling records for the scheduled hearings, and
clerking in the courtroom. Our staff is friendly and polite —
emphasizing customer service- knowing that many of the people
who need our service
might be navigating a
complex legal system for
the first time.

Reporting to State
Agencies

Ilﬂl_l o

The Circuit Court Records
Division is responsible
for reporting all
convictions of a felony or
high court misdemeanor
to numerous state
agencies. Depending on the situation, the Office might
communicate with the Michigan Secretary of State, Michigan
Department of Health and Human Services, Michigan State
Police, and/or the Michigan Department of Corrections. These
reports help create accurate records for the public to access at
the state level. In addition, all cases involving a motor vehicle are
abstracted to the Secretary of State so the state may take
necessary actions to uphold and protect the citizens of Michigan.

Circuit Court Records
Division Quick Facts

Chief Deputy Clerk: Jackie Porter
FTEs: 7*

Circuit Court Records provides
the essential framework behind
the scenes for the 48th Circuit
Court by collecting and
disbursing monies to many
circuit court, county, state,
nonprofit and private sector
accounts involving:

Restitution, attorney fees, bonds,
Victims’ Rights Fund, fines, state
minimum costs, filing fees,
motion fees, jury trial fees,
garnishment & subpoena fees.

In 2024, the Clerk’s office
collected approximately 1 million
dollars.

The division serves as a pass-
through entity whereby
restitution payments are
collected and sent to victims of
crimes.

The same section of the office is
also responsible for processing
adoptions.

Individual deputy clerks from this
office serve as clerks in the 48th
Circuit Court Judges’ hearings.

*This number will increase to 8 in
2025 as a third circuit court judge
is added to the bench.




(Circuit Court Records Division — continued)
Breakdown of the 2,560 New Cases Filed with the 48th Circuit Court in 2024

New Cases Filed Appeals, 35

. . Adoptions, 47
Misc Family,-0

Name Changes, 45

Criminal, 741

Juvenile/Neglect, 539

Civil, 209

m Appeals Adoptions Criminal m Civil = Domestic

= Juvenile/Neglect m Name Changes = PPO's = Misc Family

Trends in Personal Protection Orders

Personal Protection Orders in Allegan County are filed with the deputy clerks in the Circuit
Court Records Division. There were 408 filed with the office during 2024. This number is down
nearly 12% from the 463 filed during 2023. Six Juvenile PPO’s were issued (down one from the
previous year). Among adults the 263 Domestic PPO’s (Adult) that were filed in 2024 were
down from the 295 in 2023. Non-domestic PPO’s declined from 2023 going from 160 to 139.

Twelve Year Trend in Personal Protection This means

Orders Filed with the Allegan County T::‘;:gfi

Circuit Court Records Division year in five
that all
three
types of
Personal
Protection
m— 111 Orders
declined

= —  —  — = fromthe
2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 previous

==@==Adult PPO's Domestic Adult PPO's Non-domestic Juvenile PPO's year.
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(Circuit Court Records Division — continued)

Adoptions

This table shows the eleven year trend in adoptions in Allegan County.
YEAR 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024
Adoptions | 55 68 46 45 36 74 42 56 54 27 47

National Adoption Day occurs every November. The ceremon;/ in the Probate Court Room is always heartwarming though
2024's was the last year Judge Buck would be presiding as he retired from the Bench on December 315

The adoption process in Allegan County begins with a filing in the Circuit Court Records Office.
Deputy clerks work with petitioning parents, Family Court, adoption agencies and attorneys to
facilitate the process. While all adoptions in Michigan are closed to the public, once a year the
Clerk’s Office participates in “National Adoption Day” during which families engage in a public
ceremony at the Courthouse. This ceremony is one of the most moving and heartwarming
events each year anywhere in Allegan County.

The Circuit Court Records Division helped to process 47 adoptions in 2024.

The Ten-Year Trend in Family Court Filings (other than adoptions) in the Records Division is seen
in the table below:

YEAR 2024 | 2023 | 2022 | 2021 | 2020 | 2019 | 2018 | 2017 | 2016 | 2015
Juvenile/Neglect | 539 | 575 | 406 | 406 | 303 | 349 | 387 | 474 | 502 | 667
Cases

Friend of the Court
This Division interacts with the Friend of the Court as well. The Office processes family cases
initiated by F.O.C. and can also attest a “true copy” of a Friend of the Court order.
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(Circuit Court Records Division — continued)

Annual Report to the SCAO

The Michigan State Court Administrator’s Office annually requests of all counties a caseload
report that identifies important case data, such as the number of new cases filed each year as
well as the age of each
case from the initial filing
date to the date of

Trends in Circuit Court Caseloads

4500 disposition. Each year,
;‘288 the Circuit Court Records
2000 Division helps prepare
2500 and submit this data to
2000 the state. The Clerk’s
1500 Office collaboratively
1288 works with the Circuit

0 - - - - - - Court staff to review

2024 2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 these statistics and
improve upon the

previous year’s data.
Improvements to such
procedures work to
ensure that the County’s residents are satisfied with their overall court experiences.

Pending/Beginning of the Year B New Cases

B Re-openned Cases M Total Caseload

Collection and Disbursement of Monies for the Court

The Clerk’s Office is responsible for receipting in all payments for the 48th Circuit Court. This
includes all statutorily mandated fees and court ordered fines, costs, restitution and juvenile
delinquent fines for family court. These payments may be made at the Circuit Court Records
window or online.

During 2024, the Circuit Court Records Division collected $214,647.62 for Adult Cases and
disbursed $249,930.70 to victims of crimes. Collections from juveniles during the same period
amounted to $28,211.56 and $27,595.70 was paid out to victims.

“It is a pleasure to work with Mr. Genetski and the staff of the Allegan County
Clerk’s Office. In addition to providing the Court with proper filings, staff also
ensures that the public receives service with kindness and courtesy,” the
Honorable Matthew Antkoviak, Chief Judge, 48" Judicial Circuit Court
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OFFICE OF THE
REGISTER OF DEEDS

By Law, the Register of Deeds is the “keeper of Public
Record” for land documents. The recording of a
document with this office does not make the
document legal. The action of recording makes the
document public.

The office of the Register of Deeds was established
by the Michigan State Constitution. The Register is
elected on a partisan basis for a four-year term.
Some Michigan Registers of Deeds are also elected to
serve as the County Clerk (as in Allegan County). The
combination of the Office of the County Clerk and
Register of Deeds was established in the 1850
Constitution.

Register of Deeds Office Quick Facts:

Chief Deputy Register: Linda Brower
FTE’s: 4

Money collected during 2024
(including State Transfer Tax):

$8,164,263.50 an increase from the
$7,594,525.05 taken in during 2023

Total number of recordings in 2024:

19,302 which was 291 more than
the 19,011 documents in 2023

FACT: The earliest recorded deed in
the office was registered in 1833.

Under the Michigan Constitution (Article VII, Section 5), “The sheriff, county clerk, county
treasurer and register of deeds shall hold their principal offices at the county seat.”

Division Overview

The Office of the Register of Deeds records all documents pertaining to real property including

deeds, mortgages, liens, powers of attorney, certificates of trust; federal, state, and MESC tax

liens; master deeds and plats; sheriff’s deeds and redemption certificates.

The hardworking deputies in
the Register’s Office must be

County
familiar with more than 200
d|fferent typeS Of Iegal Allegan County Register Online Services PUAEc voers plesse log o hare,
ur " ervices provige vens a
. Welcome! Our Online S ces provide a convenient and Aogia es Pty

documents and the unique centralized way to access documents recorded in our office. i

You have the ability to search records and view document T R
statutes for recording each of images. -
them. ROD staff works closely  fe’pssees, & mesata g s feids o s o, caver v

password If you are a credentialed user. e Oner

with attorneys, real estate

Allegan County Register of Deeds

Bob Genetski

Additional information about the site is available once you

agents, banks, title agencies login.
and the public. The number

Bob Genetski, Register

one goal is to provide
customer service — polite,
professional, accurate and

timely.
week.

Allegan County Register of Deeds
113 Chestnut Street
Allegan, M1 49010
Phone: 269:673-0390

Register Genetski implemented an online searchable data base in 2019 allowing
the public to access land records online twenty-four hours a day, seven days a
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(Register of Deeds — continued)

In 2024, the total number of documents recorded in the Office increased (from 19,011 to
19,302) marking the first increase since COVID 19. For some perspective, the all-time high
number of documents recorded of 30,015 occurred during COVID and the red-hot real estate
market. Inflation, higher interest rates, and a cooling economy led overall recordings to drop
by 12,004 from 2021 to 2023’s number of 19,011.

Property Fraud Alert

Sou.th Haven |
- Iribune
==y

Mome LocalNews Oomones Spems Lemen Bubmess Cusufess efomcs Asoutus  CeatictUs

Allegan County residents worried about
property fraud and title theft can rest a little
easier thanks to a tool that will alert them if
their homes or land become targets of potential
title theft. Property Fraud Alert is an online
subscription service offered to the public that
allows residents to have their names monitored
within the Register’s Office in order to track
possible fraudulent recordings that affect their
property. With Property Fraud Alert,
subscribers will be notified when the name they have submitted is used in any recording
activities within the Register’s Office. This had been the number one most requested service of
the office from constituents. The FREE SERVICE was rolled out in October 2022, and 3,363
Allegan County property holders have already signed up!

Allegan County offers property fraud protection alert
service

Becky Kark  Oct 16, 2022 B 1 min to read

Signing up for the Property Fraud Alert service is quick and easy. Homeowners will go to the
website . From there, they
should click on the link that
reads Property Fraud Alert.
Then, they will click on a link
to review the terms of the
service and agree to them.
After that, on the secure
=== : . ) =R website, they will input their
pores. Sy St sardioenll iom o toncvomatiamnnttdy. . || first and last names as well as

N 2 document is recorded in Allegan County Ofcial Records wing a silar

e their option to receive the
Reviewing and heepang tack of your pecsanal INformation i an kmpontant step in protetvg . .
yoursell from fraud. | encourage all Gtizens to take advantage of this free service and start alert via email, phone call or
PrOteting your property today!

text message. Then, residents
0R will receive a confirmation
P Gt e email that they are signed up.
If the landholder does not
have Internet access, he or
she can call the office at (269)

673-0390 to sign up as well.

ALLEGAN
COUNTY

Secerely,
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(Register of Deeds — continued)

Trends in Documents Recorded

The two most frequently recorded documents at the Register of Deeds Office are land transfers
and mortgage documents. In 2024 for the first time in three years both numbers increased
(though very slightly) with 3,819 mortgage docs (194 more than in 2023) & 83 more deeds
recorded than the previous year. The 3,625 mortgages in 2023 represent the lowest in the last
24 years. The trendline for land transfers is less volatile. The numbers from 2024 appear to
indicate a stabling real estate market for the county.

2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024

Trends in Land Transfers and Mortgage Documents
Recorded with the Register of Deeds

0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000 6,000 7,000 8,000 9,000

Mortgage Documents M Land Transfers

Where the money goes...

Breakdown of the $30 Recording As each document is recorded with
Fee the Register of Deeds, the Office
collects 530 (see pie graph to the left).
Of that amount, 521 goes to the
Allegan County General Fund while 55
of that goes to the County
Automation Fund (for upgrading
technology in the Register of Deeds
Office). The remaining 54 goes to
Lansing and the State
Remonumentation Fund.

K

= County General Fund
= County Automation Fund

State Remonumentation Fund
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(Register of Deeds — continued)

Trends in Monies Collected in the Register of Deeds Office from 2016 — 2024 (in dollars)

Money Taken in at the Register of Deeds Office in Dollars

8,000,000

7,000,000

6,000,000

5,000,000

3,994,830

4,000,000

3,000,000

2,000,000

1,000,000

0

2016

4,829,752 >111,665
o 4,594,170

2017 2018 2019

7,302,414 7,417,146

5,866,855 6,014,928

2020 2021 2022 2023

I Real Estate Transfer Tax - State
Recording Fees

e COpY Sales

Real Estate Transfers Tax - County

= State Remonumentation Fees

6,600,446.25

TE-lc

416,855 425,862

30,662
2024

The chart above shows a breakdown of the total monies collected for transactions at ROD for
2016 to 2024. The total amount realized during 2024 was $8,164,253.60. Real Estate Transfer
Tax receipts (State) equated to $6,600,446.25 while County Real Estate Transfer Tax taken in

amounted to $980,098.35. Recording Fees in 2024 brought in $425,862. Copy Sales and State
Remonumentation Fees added $87,192 & $70,644 respectively.

Definitions:

State Real Estate Transfer Tax: collected on all deeds recorded and sent to the State of

Michigan — 1.5% of this is sent to the County General Fund as an administrative fee.

County Real Estate Transfer Tax: collected on all deeds recorded and sent to the County

General Fund.

Recording Fees: collected on every document recorded (of the nearly 200 hundred different
types of documents) most of which goes to the County with a small portion going to the state
(see the pie graph on the previous page for a breakdown).
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(Register of Deeds — continued)

Remonumentation Fees: collected on every document recorded (with the exception of State
Liens, Federal Liens, County Treasurer documents and MESC Liens) and sent to the state for the
cost of surveying land corners. The monies are collected as part of the $30 recording fee with
the County General Fund receiving 1.5% as an administrative fee.

Copy Sales: collected on each document - $S1 per page and $.20 per image (bulk sale to two title
companies). This money goes to the County General Fund.

EIGHT YEAR TREND OF DEPOSITS MADE TO THE AUTOMATION FUND:

Year 2024 2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017
Amount | $96,470 | $95,000 | $120,505 | $154,951 | $139,390 | $114,450 | $115,050 | $118,321
of
Deposit

NINE YEAR TREND IN MONIES DEDUCTED FROM THE AUTOMATION FUND & SENT TO THE
COUNTY COST ALLOCATION PLAN: Since 2014, $78,384 has been taken from the Automation
Fund for the

Amount Taken from the Automation Fund to Pay for County Cost
i : i Allocation Plan
12,000 County Services: Cost AIIocéal’g’lgg Plan $11,355
to pay for rent,
10,000 c8.753 $8,91 door security,
and overhead
8,000 at the
000 Courthouse &
4,000 now.the County
4,000 Services
Building
2,000 without legal
. authority to do
so.

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

l//////l/ ////./////[/r 4/ :
Did you know? The oldest physical deed on file at e
the Register of Deeds Office is from 1833 (prior to

organization of Allegan County in 1835 and statehood

1836). The deed between Horace Comstock and
Samuel Foster executed the sale of many parcels of
land in the Village of Otsego for $100.
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(Register of Deeds — Continued)

f ) b 2 AR % Passport Services
: e _ After serving an all-time record number (565) of
customers in 2023, the number of Passport
Applications declined significantly in 2024. During
"« this time, the Register of Deeds Office helped 376
. * customers from Allegan County (and beyond) to
& obtain their United States Passports.

s The fee a customer pays for obtaining a routine
passport through the office is $165 (which was
- $145 until a mandated increase by the federal
government that went into effect in December
- - 2021). With the change, $130 of the total goes to
the U.S. Department of State while the remaining $35 is collected by the Register of Deeds
Office and goes into the County General Fund.

Blank application forms are available in the office or online, and in addition to the check or
money order, a customer will want to bring in a valid photo ID and supporting documents (such
as a birth certificate). The Register of Deeds Office is pleased to offer passport size photos
taken in the Office for initial applications for $10. Customers may still bring their own passport
size photos if they wish.

Passport Applications Processed in the Register of Deeds
Office from 2014 - 2024

2014 I 275

2015 I 318

2016 I 354

2017 I——— 281

2018 I 353

2019 I 349

2020 N 129

2021 I 263

2022 I ——— 392
2023 I 565
2024 I 376

0 100 200 300 400 500 600

The 376 applications processed in 2024 was the third most in the last eleven years.
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(Register of Deeds — continued)

Revenues to the County General Fund from Passport Applications (at a rate of S35 per
application since April 2nd 2018; prior to the increase, the County earned 525 per application):

YEAR Applications Revenue to the County Revenue at $25/535
2024 376 $13,160 $13,160
2023 565 $19,775 $19,775
2022 392 $13,720 $13,720
2021 263 $9,205 $9,205
2020 129 $4,515 $4,515
2019 349 $12,215 $12,215
2018 353 $8,925 $8,925/52,450*
2017 281 $7,025 $7,025*
2016 354 $8,850 $8,850*
2015 318 $7,950 $7,950*

In 2024, the Office also took in $2,940 for taking Passport photos down from the $4,070 in
2023.

REAL ID UPDATE:
The updated

deadline to obtain [H=N(@1¥]% REE‘L ID SELF

@ REAIT D . , DEADLINE: MAY 7, 2025
compliant Driver’s

License has been
delayed until May
7, 2025. After that
date, under

About REALID V Are You REAL ID Ready? Frequently Asked Questions Newsroom

Meet your new

ID. The one

federal law

travelers will need that's ready to
to present a REAL fly.

ID compliant Be your REAL ID self by May 7,
identification card s

to board an

airplane within
the United States
or to enter federal facilities. The new requirement is one more reason to visit the Register of
Deeds Office because a U.S. Passport is considered valid documentation to obtain the REAL ID.

Each deputy in the Office is annually certified as a Passport Acceptance Agent by the United
States Department of State. Passport services are available from 8 AM-4:00 PM Monday — Friday
by appointment at (269) 673-0390. These visits take between 20 and 30 minutes provided the
applicant has all of his or her necessary documentation.
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(Register of Deeds — continued)

Centennial Farms and the Register of Deeds

As the number one agriculture producing
county in the state, Allegan County is blessed
with many families that have been tilling the
land for generations. Allegan County families
that have farmed the same land for 100 years
or more will want to visit the Register of
Deeds Office for a copy of the documents that
show the history of the property & ownership
of the working farm. This is the
documentation the Historical Society of
Michigan will request for the Michigan
Centennial Farm Program.

Questions on Centennial Farms? Contact the Historical Society of Michigan at (517) 324-1828 or
by email at farms@hsmichigan.org. The state approved 1 Centennial and 2 Sesquicentennial
Farm applications from Allegan County in 2023.

Farmland and Open Space Preservation Applications

Under Public Act 116 of 1975, Allegan County Farm owners can enroll their land in the
Farmland and Open Space Preservation Program. The trends in applications recorded at the
Register of Deeds Office under PA 116 are list by year below:

Year/Number of Applications Recorded:

2024 - 106
2023 -96
2022 -66
2021-99
2020-49

2019-103

2018 -127

¢ e !
{ g > 2 5
Clerk Genetski with an Allegan County corn detasseling crew.

2017 —-48
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Other Duties and Responsibilities of the Clerk — Register

/ The Allegan County Plat
Board

" The County Clerk serves as secretary to the County Plat

V7

F

_.

Zz

State Law directs the County Clerk, i\ ==
the Register of Deeds and the
County Treasurer to serve on the
County Plat Board. The Plat Board
makes certain that the proper
county and local agencies have
reviewed, approved and signed off

on any new plats.

The Allegan County
Board of Canvassers

Under State Law, the County Clerk serves as Clerk to
| the County Board of Canvassers. The Board of

"3 Canvassers comprised of two Democrats and two
Republicans (nominated by their respective county
parties) have the task of canvassing and certifying the
election at the county level. In 2024, the Board
certified four elections in February, May, August &
November.

THE ALLEGAN COUNTY BOARD OF '
COMMISSIONERS- under state law, the ¥
-
-

-
5

County Clerk serves as clerk at the County
Board of Commissioners meetings.
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Ongoing projects, outstanding issues, and concerns for the future...
Preparing for a Third Circuit Court Judge

The Circuit Court Records Division spent much of 2024 preparing to add new staff for a new
third circuit court judge as well as preparing a new layout in the office to compliment the
workflow for Allegan County’s new jurist. The Legislature created the new seat at the end of
2022. The position first appeared on the 2024 August primary ballot at which time three
candidates were paired down to two. Those two candidates appeared on the November ballot
with the winner to be seated in January 2025.

The Moving of the Register of Deeds Office

In early September in a slap in the face to the Michigan Constitution and state statute, the
Register of Deeds

. . i ) Office was moved by
Allegan Co. Deeds Office to Move; Lawsuit Over Office Shift upper management at

= Menu “‘m (RSN AN News Weather C llati Blogs Pod More ~

Continues Allegan County from
the County Seat in the

& o o City of Allegan out

ALLEGAN TWP., MI(WHTC-AM/FM, Sept. 9, 2024) - The conflict between the Allegan County Board and three ADVERTISE WITHUS » into A”egan

county officials unwilling to move their offices may be heading towards its end. TOWI’]Ship. The move

On Tuesday, September 10th, the county’s register of deeds office will be closed for the day, while moving — WhiCh reversed over

trucks transport the office to the County Services Building off of Dumont Lake (3283 122nd Ave.) for reopening On Air Now

on Wednesday mnrninq.Spal‘:e forsuchamoveca.me about with the renovation of a former retail space into “ 150 years Of h|story_
the new home for the county’s Mental Health Services department. AA I‘ confused and
frustrated constituents who continue to show up at the Court House looking for the office. The
fact that the County to this day has signs directing customers into the Courthouse as well as

signs inside the building to offices that are no longer there does not alleviate the confusion.
Support for Local Clerks

Between trying to keep up with ever changing election law and the challenges of nine days of
early voting, demands on township and city clerks have grown exponentially since 2018.
Coincidentally, at the filing deadline for the August primary, eight sitting township clerks chose
not to seek reelection. That means that 25% of all elected clerks in the county retired from
service. Given the turnover, the Elections Division will be working extra hard to support the
number of new office holders as they prepare to run elections.
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This letter is a follow up to my prior telephone conversations regarding the above
referenced matter with Michelle at your office. First of all, my compliments to Michelle.
She really did an excellent job of explaining the various services and was extremely
helpful. As you know, this type of service is very rare these dz_lys so her efforts are doubly
appreciated by us (or at least this one taxpaying citizen). She is an excellent asset to the
County and I hope she is duly appreciated.

. Afternoon Bob,

R R IR
Bob, Thank you for
EVERYTHING !! b Just wanted to compliment the
staff in your office for their
aes kindness and professionalism
y ¢33‘°‘"e:{,\ 200 in answering some questions
SV e’ my wife and | had about
proP ™ ¥
vee® passports today. Tell them
wand- @& thank you for the assistance!
Good morning Bob, A shout
out and thanks to
Stephen Young everyone's hard work
| stopped by your office yesterday leading up to and
afternoon and received excellent and completing yesterday's
friendly service from your team. a primary.
Thank you and your team.
Q Sandy Scott Tuinstra
Th  Love Reply 1 Thank you so much " | was at at

Hopkins Township meeting about a
month ago and saw you there. You

Shannon Beimers are doing a good service for our
8 reviews - 2 photos community.
13m Love Reply 10

| just want to thank the clerk's here who helped us. You have been amazing in helping my son Bradiey. |
appreciate how helpful and understanding you all are. Thank you again!

e
eXCe[/egtto teyy Yo Bob Genetski
tCOpy Of Serl,,-cG ul hag Good job Brad!
Wzday.._. thg bi"th gftt_;ing a 54m Like Reply
Nt s, Whoye .. ficag
qulc[(“:ZoOth ahde Proce Sse @ Brad Boone
Jetq Ch a"".Vou b Bob Genetski Thank you you sir...
had so,nznce tog a;lt didn 't your office staff is awesome by
o -
Ne Waitjp, / :s / the way!!
L " me
Cl HHANERIKS FOR ALL THAT YOU DO FOR US CLERKS IN ALLEGAN COUNTY.
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Hi Bob, Just sending a little thank you for the way you teach and review for us the info for all of the election
inspectors, you make it interesting.

o Officiant
You are appreciated as our Allegan County clerk.

%ﬂ?miﬁzk;gﬁship You guys are AWESOME ! Yes |
‘ confirmed in person with Sue.

Bob has done a wonderful job |b
serving the people of Allegan < Bob's post
over the years running the PN cooronie e

% x ephanie Whitbec
Clerks Office and Register of 055 I
Deeds. He has also provided 6. (Gl [Rely 200
great support to the local 0 Pamela Phillippe-Aalderink

Great job! People don’t understand what
Clerks throughout A"egan clerks and deputies do above the call of
. . g duty

County along with providing O opw— e

excellent training to election
Inspectors. | believe he will

Robert Chase
Wow

6d Like Reply 10

®

Dan Hart
AW Y VIOV
6d Like Reply 10

Kathy Bodley Lubbers
Great job. You go the extra mile.

4d Like Reply 10

Sarah Donovan
That's Serving the Public as it is
suppose to happen. Well done!

® S 9

Javier Juarez T e L
. 3 reviews a comment... @)

% % kX

Staff is legit. Thank you clerks.

1 <
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