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Quarter 3 Board of Commissioners' Update
Allegan County Health Department (ACHD)

Emergency Operations Center (EOC) Drills for Palisades Restart: ACHD staff participated in three EOC drills July
2025 as part of the requirements for the Palisades Nuclear Power Plant restart. ACHD staff drilled on measures
to protect vulnerable populations, setting up and staffing decontamination centers, and supporting emergency
workers. The drills were overall successful and no major concerns were reported from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

Tire Collection Events: ACHD hosted three tire collection events, all taking place in August at different locations
across the county to maximize accessibility for residents from all areas. These events were open to all county
residents and accepted passenger, semi, and agricultural tires, either on or off the rim.
Event Locations and Outcomes:
e Salem Township Transfer Station
o Trailers Filled: 3 (53’ semi-trailers)
e Casco Township Transfer Station
o Trailers Filled: 2 (53’ semi-trailers)
e Otsego Department of Public Works (DPW)
o Trailers Filled: 2 (53’ semi-trailers)
Each 53’ semi-trailer can accommodate approximately 700 to 900 tires, depending on tire size and how they are
stacked. Based on this estimate, the total number of tires collected across all three events ranges from
approximately 5,000 to 6,000 tires. A final, verified count will be provided by Van Buren County at the end of the
year once all invoices and tallies have been reviewed. These final figures will be included in the Resource
Recovery 2025 Annual Report. These events conclude the scheduled tire collection efforts for the year.

Environmental Health (EH) Team: EH has seen some staffing changes in the last Quarter. We have two (2) new
Public Health Technicians (Melanie Renberg & Jacob Prinz), assigned to EH, that have earned their certifications
as Storm Water Operators, from the Michigan Department of the Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE).
They are now able to perform Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control (SESC) inspections. They also have been
trained to perform various other inspections. In addition, we have 3 new Food Team inspectors that are nearing
the end of their trainings.

Beach Sampling: Beach sampling, for the 2025 season, was completed the last week of August. This summer
ACHD staff took a total of 112 composite samples: 52 for Great Lakes Beaches and 60 for inland beaches. This
summer there was a total of 5 advisories issued and subsequently lifted for 4 beaches. The Health Department
has also teamed with Hope College to perform advanced testing on samples from Dumont Lake to aid in
determining the type of E.coli present at the beach. We are hoping to have these results later this year.
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Household Hazardous Waste October Event: Allegan County’s final Household Hazardous Waste collection
event is scheduled for Saturday October 4, 2025 from 9am-12pm at the Otsego DPW located at 243 N Farmer St
Otsego, MI. This event is open to ALL Allegan County residents (no businesses please) and there is no charge to
utilize this service. As a reminder, if residents are unable to attend this event, we also offer household
hazardous waste drop off at our health department facility by appointment.

Blood Lead Screening Expansion: The ACHD will be pleased to offer blood lead level screening for young
children starting in Q4 of 2025. The State of Michigan recently implemented new laws surrounding screening
children for blood lead levels, and ACHD will be collaborating with the Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services (MDHHS) to provide this service for families in the community. More information will follow
after ACHD receives its equipment.

Respiratory Virus Season: Respiratory virus season is starting. Cases of various illnesses are already rising. To
combat the spread of disease, ACHD is continuing to educate the community about cough etiquette, hand
washing, staying home while sick, testing and treating, and seasonal vaccination. All of these measures help
protect the most vulnerable in the community, and shorten the duration of illness.

Revised Allegan County Water and Sewage Regulations: The process has been initiated to revise the Allegan
County Water and Sewage Regulations. The ACHD anticipates having the revisions completed by the end of 2025
and submitted for Administration review. In addition, a Board of Commissioner, stake holder work group will be
assembled to review and revise the Regulations.

Volunteer Management: The ACHD will be working to improve volunteer engagement and management. This
includes updates to welcome messaging, onboarding materials, policies, and strategies to maintain long-term
engagement from volunteers. The Michigan Volunteer Registry (MVR) database contains volunteers registered
throughout the state, including Allegan County. This project will also meet a deliverable requirement for the
Public Health Emergency Preparedness Cooperative Agreement. The ACHD will receive input and collaborate
with Emergency Management to complete these objectives. The MVR offers two yearly drills that gauge
administrator competencies and volunteer response rates. These drills will be used to measure progress made
regarding volunteer engagement.
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