
 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Fennville Public Schools, Allegan County Health Department Confirm TB Case at High 
School, Outline Coordinated Response 

FENNVILLE, MI – September 30, 2025 – Fennville Public Schools (FPS), in close 
partnership with the Allegan County Health Department (ACHD), is informing the 
community that an individual at Fennville High School has been diagnosed with active 
tuberculosis (TB). A comprehensive and coordinated response plan has been immediately 
activated to ensure the health and safety of all students and staff. 

The district and ACHD stress that while active TB is a serious, contagious condition, it is 
treatable, and outbreaks are uncommon in U.S. school settings. 

 

Swift Action and Targeted Screening 

FPS and ACHD are working together to identify and notify any individuals, students or staff 
who may have spent extended periods of time in enclosed spaces with the contagious 
person. TB is not spread easily like the common cold or flu; transmission requires close, 
prolonged contact. 

"Our top priority is the health and well-being of our students and staff," said Albert 
Lombard, Superintendent of Fennville Public Schools. "We appreciate the rapid, seamless 
coordination with the Allegan County Health Department. We are following all expert 
protocols to ensure this situation is managed quickly, discreetly, and effectively." 

“The person that tested positive for active TB has been treated and expected to recover 
completely.” 

Key actions being taken include: 

• Targeted Notification: Only individuals identified as having been potentially 
exposed will be notified directly and provided with recommended next steps for 
screening and testing. 

 
 



• Privacy Commitment: The district and health department are fully committed to 
protecting the privacy and confidentiality of the individual diagnosed with TB. 

• Fact-Based Communication: Clear information regarding the nature of TB 
transmission is being provided to the school community to alleviate unnecessary 
concern. 

 

Understanding Tuberculosis 

TB is caused by bacteria and most commonly affects the lungs. It is spread when a person 
with active TB coughs, talks, or sings. 

TB is not spread through casual contact, such as shaking hands, sharing food, or touching 
surfaces. Active TB is fully treatable with medication, and treating an active case is the best 
way to prevent further spread. 

“We are working closing with Fennville Public Schools to ensure that that active and 
inactive TB cases have access to safe and effective testing and treatment. Although 
tuberculosis can be a serious condition, it is treatable. Completing treatment is one of the 
best ways to protect yourself, your family and friends, and your community.” Says Dr. 
Richard Tooker, Medical Director of Allegan County Health Department.  

Individuals who are NOT contacted directly are not considered to have been exposed, 
and testing is not recommended. 

Active TB is rare, but the district advises the entire community to be aware of active TB 
symptoms that are persistent and do not go away for months, such as: 

• A cough (sometimes with blood) 

• Night sweats 

• Weight loss or low appetite 

• Feeling tired or weak 

Anyone experiencing these symptoms should contact their healthcare provider 
immediately. 

Contact Information 

FPS and the ACHD will continue to provide updates as necessary. 



For specific questions or concerns about tuberculosis, please contact the ACHD’s 
Communicable Disease division: 

• Email: communicabledisease@allegancounty.org 

• Phone: 269-686-4546 

Additional Resources for TB 

Michigan Department of Health and Human Services: 
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/keep-mi-
healthy/communicablediseases/diseasesandimmunization/tb/forthepublic 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: https://www.cdc.gov/tb/index.html 
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