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TOURIST COUNCIL MEETING– Draft Minutes 
Tuesday, November 18, 2025, @ 10:00 am 
County Services Building – Board Room -3283 122nd Ave, Allegan, MI 49010 
Virtual Connectivity Option:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83091118232  

 
CALL TO ORDER:  
ROLL CALL:  
Present: Melissa Brower, Scott Beltman, Janet Burgoyne, Tamara March-Vispi, Debbie Laraway 
Absent: Elizabeth Morse   
Also Present: Brandy Gildea, Heather Stormzand  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
Motion made by March-Vispi, seconded by Beltman, to approve the August 19, 2025, 
minutes as presented. The motion carried.  
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Daniel Todd from Real Place Center just came to see the 
council and the process.  
 
ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS: None 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
Motion was made by Burgoyne, seconded by Beltman, to approve the agenda. The motion 
carried.  
 
PRESENTATION:  None 
         
REVIEW ITEMS:   

1. Financial Review -Gildea provided an overview of the Tourist Council expenditures 
 

RECOMMENDATION/ACTION ITEMS:  
1. 2026 Tourist Council Schedule 

 
Motion was made by Beltman, seconded by Laraway, to approve the Tourist Council 
Schedule as presented. All in favor. The motion carried.  

 
2. Taste of Allegan County Postcard Program 

a. Determine final name for program, such as “Allegan Eats Passport Card – 
Eat, Stamp, Win 

b. Determine the final restaurants to go on the card 
c. Determine the minimum purchase price 
d. Next Step: Postcard Design 



The Tourism Council had discussion on the Taste of Allegan Postcard Program. 
The following was the decision made: 

 Tourist Council approved Taste of Allegan County as the final name.  
 Tourist Council determined the promotion would run from April 1-July 30 
 Brower worked on contacting the restaurants chosen last meeting, but 

most of them have no contact information. She was able to contact 
Saugataco, Vitale’s, Cocktailz Bar & Grill, and Pizza Plus to confirm that 
they will be a part of this promotion.  

 Brower will continue to reach out to the #1 on the list and move to the #2s 
in the next few weeks if she can't get a hold of the #1’s. And, will contact 
all participating restaurants to make sure they know what is involved and 
that by February, we will get the postcards and stamps to them.  

 Determined the minimum purchase price is going to be $15, which is per 
visit, not for every $15 spent 

 The Tourist Council suggested that they recommend that restaurants have 
at least a minimum of a $25 gift card as a prize. 

 All returned postcards will be put into a basket, and the winner will be 
drawn at the August 18th meeting. 

 The Tourist Council will contact the winners about the place (restaurant) 
where they have won a gift card. The winner will have to pick up the gift 
card from that restaurant by September 31.  

 The Tourist council members agreed that once a restaurant has been in the 
promotion, that restaurant will not be in the next year's promotion.  

 The Tourists Council agreed that people can submit an unlimited number 
of postcards.  

 The Tourist Council determined that this promotion is not successful (if 
we do not get more than 50 cards back) that we will not run the promotion 
again.  

 Gildea shared the draft template for the postcard.  
o The Tourist Council likes the colors and fonts so far and asked that 

the Parks Administration share the final draft as soon as possible.  
o Name, phone number, and email on the back with our addresses. 

QR code on the front with the https as well.  
 Brower asked if Stormzand could create a PDF of rules/regulations to put 

on the website, as well as a Facebook post to send to businesses to share. 
Also, share the promotion on the County’s Facebook at least once a week 
during the promotion time period.  

o The Tourist Council would like to see this shown on the website 
homepage under announcements and on the Tourism subpage  

 Each Tourist Council member will get 100 cards to pass out, as well as 
give some to the participating restaurants 

 A Stamp with the words (Ex: Taste of Allegan County) will be made and 
ordered by the Parks Administration to give to restaurants.  

 Laraway suggested reaching out to the newspaper to have them write an 
article on the promotion.  



 Brower will contact a radio station for additional promotion. Also, she 
suggested that she will reach out to Gregory Muncey, who may share what 
the Tourist Council will be promoting.  

 Brower asked if we should do a press release. 
o Gildea stated we can do a press release in March. Once we have a 

confirmed plan and timeframe. Gildea will also do a board update 
at this time too so that we have a picture of the final product to 
share.  

  
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

1. Tourism Grants Possibilities: Item will be moved to a future agenda 
 

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENTS:   
Tourist Council Vacancy: 
 Vacancy 1: expires (12/31/2025) 

Vacancy 3: expires (12/31/2026) 
Vacancy 4: expires (12/31/2027) 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: None 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS:  
May 2026 meeting - Tourist Council subpage website review 
 
ROUND TABLE: 
March-Vispi: Allegan Food Alliance completed the come-to-the-table meetings. They 
had good attendance and quality conversations. Their next step is to get out a short survey 
to Allegan County Residents to inform the public about the direction they are in.  
Brower: She will be playing piano at Root Café 6 times this coming year, and in 
February, there is a nonprofit called Down Offend to help parents and people with Down 
Syndrome protect themselves.  
Burgoyne: Michigan Fiber Festival is prepping and coming up with classes to have. The 
sign-up will be in January to come to a class.  They have vendors from all over the 
Country to come and stay and participate in the festival.  
Laraway: Pullman is having a decorating this Sunday and then an event for the kids on 
December 7th. Kids will all get personalized wrapped gifts from the school. Free meal as 
well.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: Next Meeting February 17th, 2026 @ 10:00 am at the County 
Services Building – Board Room -3283 122nd Ave, Allegan, MI 49010 
 
A motion was made by Burgoyne, seconded by Beltman, to adjourn the meeting at 11:33 am. 
The motion carried.  
 
 


