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Quarter 1 Board of Commissioners' Update
Allegan County Health Department (ACHD)

Groundwater Well Monitoring: All of the groundwater monitoring wells have been installed. The latest was in
Overisel Township, located at their Township Hall. It was drilled in late December of 2025. All but two (2) of the
wells have the monitoring equipment installed and functioning properly. One well has equipment that is not
operating properly and the Overisel well has not had the monitoring equipment installed. The monitoring wells
can be viewed at https://www.allegancounty.org/connect/projects/water-study.

Water and Sewage Regulations Workgroup: The Allegan County Water and Sewage Regulations Stakeholder
Workgroup began meeting in February of this year and have met twice a month since that time. Between 8 — 10
members have attended each meeting. It is anticipated the revised Water and Sewage Regulations should be
submitted to the County Legal Counsel by the end of May for their review.

Materials Management Plan: The county has chosen Resource Recycling Systems (RRS) to assist with formatting
the county’s Materials Management Plan. Monthly meetings are being held to review goals, track data, and
guide public engagement efforts. RRS is collaborating closely with the Recycling Coordinator and the Materials
Management Planning Committee to establish a timeline for completing the plan. In accordance with state
requirements, the final plan must be submitted by July 2027.

Lead Testing Services: ACHD took another step closer to screening children for elevated blood lead levels in the
County. A contract was secured and a project management team was established with The Michigan
Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS), Altarum, and Patagonia (Electronic Health Record).
Training is underway and we are hoping to start testing by Q3.

Staffing Capacity Expansion: Personal Health cross-trained team members in Q1, successfully expanding our
capacity to provide in-demand health services to the public. Two additional nurses became fully certified to
provide HIV care, one tech completed hearing and vision screening training, and one public health nurse was
cross trained to Children Special Healthcare Services.

Outreach Events: ACHD is planning to attend two outreach events in Q2:

1. Bridgefest in Allegan, hosted by the Allegan Area Chamber of Commerce, and

2. the Senior Expo, hosted by Allegan County Senior & Veteran Services.
Health Education Staff will attend these events and provide education and outreach items that aim to keep
Allegan County Residents informed and healthy. Please feel free to stop by and visit!

Materials Management Plan: In Q2, the materials management consultant will be asking for feedback from
County residents on the Materials Management Plan being developed. Questions pertain to current services
being utilized, services desired, and potential areas of expansion. Feedback from this survey will help inform the
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plan going forward. Everyone is encouraged to participate in the survey. The survey is on the ACHD’s website on
the landing page under “Announcements” at https://www.allegancounty.org/health

Tick Dragging and Mosquito Surveillance: Activities for ACHD's Vector Borne Disease Surveillance Program are
underway for the 2026 season. ACHD will be conducting at least two 1,000-meter tick drags around the county
this spring to identify the density of tick populations in the county, with special emphasis on potentially invasive
ticks, like the Lone Star and Asian longhorned ticks, as well as habitats where the Lyme disease carrier,
Blacklegged (Deer) ticks, live. Mosquito surveillance will begin the week of Memorial Day and continue through
August to monitor for the presence of invasive Aedes mosquitos as well as mosquito species that can carry West
Nile Virus. Monitoring data is utilized by MDHHS to update Michigan's Weekly Arbovirus Summary.

Beach Monitoring: ACHD will also begin monitoring Great Lakes and inland lakes beaches beginning the week of
Memorial Day. This year, we will be monitoring Oval Beach in Saugatuck Twp and Westside County Park Beach in
Ganges Twp with our Great Lakes grant funding. We are still awaiting a finalized award for Inland Lakes
monitoring, but ACHD will continue to monitor Dumont Lake County Park Beach in Monterey Twp, Littlejohn
Lake County Park Beach in Allegan Twp, Swan Lake Boat Launch in Cheshire Twp, and Gun Lake County Park
Beach in Wayland Twp, as funding allows. ACHD is also planning to continue the source-tracking project through
additional PCR testing on Dumont Lake.

Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI or H5N1): H5N1 has not disappeared, and with the spring migration,
flocks have been impacted across Michigan. The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
(MDARD) continues to be a resource for the public and farmers regarding biosecurity and signs for watch for in
poultry flocks. Backyard poultry farmers are also encouraged to take protective actions to keep their flocks safe.
ACHD is prepared to assist farmers with PPE and staff monitoring. More information can be found on MDARD’s
website at www.michigan.gov/mdard/animals/diseases/avain/avian-influenza

Tick Season: Both nationally and in the Midwest, this tick season has been off to a bad start when we look at the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)’s data on emergency department visits for tick bites. The
graph below shows emergency department visits by month in the Midwest, and we can see that it is trending
higher than at this same time during the last three years.

In Michigan last year, there were 3,382 total cases of Lyme disease reported and so far in 2026, there have been
305 reported cases (per the Michigan Disease Surveillance System report for the week ending April 25th, 2026).

The Blacklegged (Deer) tick’s habitat includes Allegan County, and ACHD is conducting ongoing surveillance and

monitoring activities regarding these and other ticks.

ACHD recommends taking steps to prevent tick bites such as using insect repellent when recreating outdoors,
clearing high grass, brush, and leaf litter from your home and yard, and conducting thorough "tick checks" of
after spending time outdoors, for both pets and people. The safe and prompt removal (within 24 hours of
attachment) of ticks can greatly reduce an individual's risk of disease. If a tick has been attached and is
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engorged, especially if it is a tick identified as a black-legged tick or a Lone Star tick, ACHD recommends
following up with a physician.
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