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   COMMISSION ON AGING – MINUTES (ADDENDUM) 

   Chair Sally Heavener called the meeting to order at 9:00 am on April 15, 2026 

   Pledge of Allegiance and Roll call. 

   The Commission on Aging met in the Zimmerman Room of the Human Services Building.  

 

  ROLL CALL:   

   PRESENT:  Commissioner Mark DeYoung, Chairperson Sally Heavener, Vice-Chairperson  

   Mary Campbell, Larry Ladenburger, Jo VerBeek, Jim Storey, Rich Butler and Pat Petersen 

   ABSENT:  Lue Phelps 

   OTHERS:   Director Jen Garcia, Community Outreach Coordinator Administration Kristina 

   Dawn and Deputy County Administrator of Services Dan Wedge 

 

  COMMUNICATIONS:  None 

 

  APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA:  

  The consent agenda was moved by Vice-Chairperson Mary Campbell, supported by Jo   

  VerBeek.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  None 

 

   PRESENTATIONS:   Liz Barnett, Outreach Specialist with Area Agency on Aging of  

  Western Michigan spoke about the MI Choice Waiver program and any additional services  

  that may be available for Allegan County. 
 

  ACTION ITEMS:  2026 COA Meeting Calendar 

  Motion was made by Mary Campbell to try for one remote meeting this year and see how  

  it goes and then at strategic planning look at how that went, supported by Jo VerBeek. 

  Pat Petersen amended the motion to state the proposed location be Christian Neighbors, 

   in August, Supported by Mary Campbell.  All in favor, motion carried. 

  Updated calendar will be distributed at the May meeting. 

 

  DISCUSSION ITEMS –    Chairperson Sally Heavener stated the Newsletter, was posted  

  on Facebook and ask that if everyone is signed up to receive that.  Discussion on when the  

  next newsletter will be sent out.  Policy and Procedure changes need to come from Jen Garcia 

  and her staff.  Also, Chairperson Sally Heavener spoke about aligning the COA meeting with  

  the Board of Commissioners meetings. 

 

  FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS:  Review the budget in May 

 

 

ROUND TABLE (COA MEMBER TIME):  Director Jen Garcia gave an update on the Meals 

on Wheels transition.   

Commissioner Mark DeYoung talked about the collaboration of Allegan County Parks and 

Outdoor Discovery on May 5th who have set up a recreation day for seniors only.  Tourist 

council is trying to get back in the business, with a food punch card. 
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ADJOURNMENT UNTIL: Next Meeting May 20, 2026 from 9:00 am-11:00 am in the 

Zimmerman Room at the Human Services Building  

  

Motion to adjourn by Mary Campbell, supported by Jo VanBeek.  All in favor, motion carried.  

The meeting adjourned at 10:10 am.   

 

 

 

 
 


