
68 

MAY 28, 2026 Session  

ALLEGAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

INDEX 
 

MAY 28, 2026 SESSION 
JOURNAL 74 

PAGE ITEM SUBJECT MATTER 
 

   
69 1 MAY 28, 2026 SESSION – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

 
69 2 MAY 14, 2026 SESSION MINUTES – ADOPTED AS PRESENTED 

 
69 3 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS 

 
69 4 AGENDA – ADOPTED AS PRESENTED 

 
69 5 INFORMATIONAL SESSION: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 
69 6 ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATE 

 
69 7 CONSENT AGENDA – ADOPTED  

 
69-71 7.1 ADMINISTRATION – CLAIMS & INTERFUND TRANSFERS  

 
71 7.2 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS—ONPOINT BOARD (COMMUNITY 

MENTAL HEALTH) 
 

71-72 7.3 COMPREHENSIVE COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS GRANT 
 

72 8 DISCUSSION ITEMS: BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS—SUPPORT 
SALE OF CALKINS DAM FROM CONSUMERS ENERGY TO 
CONFLUENCE HYDRO, LLC 
 

72 9 BREAK – 10:58 A.M. 
 

72 10 PLANNING ITEMS: BOARD STRATEGIC PLANNING 
 

73 11 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NO COMMENTS 
 

73 12 ADJOURNMENT UNTIL JUNE 18, 2026 AT 9:00 A.M. 
 

  



69 

MAY 28, 2026 Session  

 
MAY 28, 2026 SESSION – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 
1/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of Michigan, met in the Board Room of the 
County Services Building in the Township of Allegan on May 28, 2026 at 9:00 A.M. in accordance with the motion 
for adjournment of May 14, 2026, and rules of this board; Chair Beltman presiding. 
 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for the respective Districts: 
  
 DIST #1 CRAIG VAN BEEK 
 DIST #2 MARK DEYOUNG 

DIST #3 BRAD LUBBERS 
 DIST #4 SCOTT BELTMAN 

DIST #5 GALE DUGAN  
 
The invocation was offered by District #2 Commissioner DeYoung. 

 The Deputy Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
MAY 14, 2026 SESSION MINUTES – ADOPTED AS PRESENTED 
2/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Lubbers to approve the minutes for the May 
14, 2026 session as distributed. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS 
3/ Chair Beltman opened the meeting to public participation and the following individuals offered comments: 

1. Carol Doeringer, Valley Township, spoke on the resolution for the sale of Calkins Dam. 
2. Susan Wakefield, Allegan, spoke on a public group called Allegan County United and distributed 

packets to the Board. 
3. Derek Nofz, representing Consumers Energy, spoke on the resolution for the sale of Calkins Dam. 
4. CoCo Soodek (online), Allegan Township, spoke on the resolution for the sale of Calkins Dam. 

 
AGENDA – ADOPTED AS PRESENTED 
4/ Moved by Commissioner Van Beek, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to adopt the meeting agenda as 
presented. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 
 
INFORMATIONAL SESSION: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
5/ Mandy Cooper, Senior Vice President of Strategic Growth, presented to the Board the annual update for 
Lakeshore Advantage. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATE 
6/ Administrator Sarro noted his written report was submitted to Commissioners. Highlights included: 
renovation update on the Medical Care Community; a redesign of the Allegan County website; HVAC system 
replacements; West Side Park Beach Access update and discussion; update on costs associated on bringing 
internet access to the county parks.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA – ADOPTED  

7/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Lubbers to adopt the consent agenda as 

presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. The following were adopted 

ADMINISTRATION – CLAIMS & INTERFUND TRANSFERS, BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS – ONPOINT 

BOARD, SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT—AMEND FY2027 MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 

COMPREHENSIVE COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS GRANT.  

 
CONSENT ITEMS: 
ADMINISTRATION – CLAIMS & INTERFUND TRANSFERS  
7.1/ WHEREAS, Administration has compiled the following claims for 5/22/26 and 5/29/26; and 
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WHEREAS, the following claims, which are chargeable against the County, were audited in accordance 
with Section 46.61 to 46.63, inclusive, M.C.L. 1970 as amended and resolutions of the Board; and 

WHEREAS, said claims are listed in the 2026 Claims folder of the Commissioners’ Record of Claims. 
May 22, 2026 

  

 TOTAL 
AMOUNT 
CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 
ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 
DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 101  149,749.59 149,749.59  

Parks/Recreation Fund – 208   5,168.51 5,168.51  

Friend of the Court – Cooperative Reimb. – 
215    

 
82.50 82.50 

 

Health Department Fund – 221    596.28 596.28  

Solid Waste/Recycling – 226   10,326.91 10,326.91  

Animal Shelter – 254   4,098.63 4,098.63  

Indigent Defense Fund – 260   43,239.64 43,239.64  

Central Dispatch Fund – 261   500.00 500.00  

Law Enf. Training Fund PA302 – 266    150.00 150.00  

Grants – 279   1,811.70 1,811.70  

Sheriffs Contracts – 287  7,327.10 7,327.10  

Transportation Fund – 288   7,235.76 7,235.76  

Child Care Fund – 292   7,351.27 7,351.27  

Veterans Relief Fund – 293   2,217.07 2,217.07  

Senior Services Fund – 298   74,795.16 74,795.16  

Public Works Project Debt Fund – 365     125.00 125.00  

Jail Building Project Debt Fund – 366   125.00 125.00  

Capital Improvement Fund – 401  17,874.74 17,874.74  

Parks/Recreation Capital - 497  26,014.52 26,014.52  

Tax Reversion 2018 – 629   534.50 534.50  

Fleet Management/Motor Pool - 661   17,744.66 17,744.66  

Self-Insurance Fund – 677   457,176.76 457,176.76  

Drain Fund – 801   44,496.54 44,496.54  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS 
 

$878,741.84 $878,741.84  

 
May 29, 2026 

  

 TOTAL 
AMOUNT 
CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 
ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 
DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 101  174,073.96 174,073.96  
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MCOLES CPE – 217   8.98 8.98  

Health Department Fund – 221    4,583.91 4,583.91  

Solid Waste/Recycling – 226   7,403.79 7,403.79  

Animal Shelter – 254   1,234.62 1,234.62  

Register of Deeds Automation Fund – 256   295.80 295.80  

Indigent Defense Fund – 260   1,937.50 1,937.50  

Central Dispatch Fund – 261   21,501.32 21,501.32  

Local Corrections Officer’s Training Fund – 
264  

 
400.00 400.00 

 

Grants – 279   5,530.98 5,530.98  

Transportation Fund – 288   173,293.68 173,293.68  

Child Care Fund – 292   33,439.27 33,439.27  

Property Tax Adjustments – 516   212.60 212.60  

Self-Insurance Fund – 677   35,781.89 35,781.89  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS 
 

$459,698.30 $459,698.30  

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Allegan County Board of Commissioners adopts the report of 

claims for 5/22/26, 5/29/26, and interfund transfers. 
 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Lubbers to adopt the resolution as 
presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 
 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS—ONPOINT BOARD (COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH) 
7.2/ BE IT RESOLVED that the Board appoints John Clark of Allegan to fill an existing three-year term on the 
OnPoint Board, with a term set to expire on 3/31/2029. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Lubbers to adopt the resolution as 
presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 
 

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT—AMEND FY2027 MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 

COMPREHENSIVE COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS GRANT  

7.3/ WHEREAS, on April 23, 2026, the Allegan County Board of Commissioners (Board) approved to apply 

and accept when awarded the Michigan Department of Corrections, Office of Community Correction Grant for 

FY2027 (October 1, 2026, through September 30, 2027), to continue programs: C.R.E.A.T.E.S, Moral 

Reconation Therapy, Seeking Safety, Allegan Achieve, the Opiates/Methamphetamine Specific Program and 

Administration; and 

 WHEREAS, a need has been identified to reinstate pretrial services in order to reduce bed days when 

applicable. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board authorizes the County Administrator to make the 

necessary changes to the Michigan Department of Corrections, Office of Community Correction Grant for 

FY2027 to incorporate pretrial services; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the County Administrator is authorized to make the necessary budget 

adjustments, and any necessary documents to complete this action are authorized to be signed. 
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Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Lubbers to adopt the resolution as 
presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS—SUPPORT SALE OF CALKINS DAM FROM 
CONSUMERS ENERGY TO CONFLUENCE HYDRO, LLC 
8/ WHEREAS, Consumers Energy has historically owned and operated 13 hydroelectric facilities across the 
State of Michigan, including the Calkins Dam within Allegan County; and 

WHEREAS, public members and local leaders have expressed great concern regarding the potential 
removal of the hydro facilities/dams and resulting loss of Lake Allegan to the local economy during the meeting 
and have further expressed concerns in writing to the Allegan County Board of Commissioners (Board); and 

WHEREAS, the Board believes that Lake Allegan is an integral part of the Allegan County region and a 
key factor in the viability of local water availability (as a water source impacting a primary aquifer), and other dams 
and lakes are likely an integral part of the respective regions, the dams and lakes should be preserved; and 

WHEREAS, the Board has identified river hydroelectric power as a reliable, stable source of power for 
both Allegan County and the State of Michigan; and  

WHEREAS, the Board hosted a meeting with the Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC) locally in 
Allegan County to consider local input, educate stakeholders on the role of the MPSC and impact that may have 
on the future of the Calkins Dam, and to discuss the unique value proposition the Calkins Dam offers; and 

WHEREAS, Allegan County participated in an independent Community Prosperity Group regarding the 
Calkins Dam; and 

WHEREAS, Consumers Energy has entered into a definitive purchase agreement to sell its hydroelectric 
fleet to Confluence Hydro, LLC, an affiliate of Hull Street Energy, which specializes in the ownership, 
modernization, and long-term operation of safe power generation assets; and 

WHEREAS, the transaction includes a 30-year Power Purchase Agreement that financially incentivizes 
Confluence Hydro to continuously maintain, relicense, and upgrade the dam structures while keeping them intact; 
and 

WHEREAS, Confluence Hydro has formally committed to retaining existing local facility personnel, 
preserving public recreational access, safeguarding local wildlife habitats, and preventing the disruptive, costly 
alternative of total dam decommissioning and removal; and 

WHEREAS, the continuation of dam operations under Confluence Hydro offers the most predictable path 
forward to protect the local economy, maintain the existing water ecosystems, and avoid severe disruptions to the 
regional workforce. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board hereby expresses its full support for the proposed sale 
of the Calkins Dam from Consumers Energy to Confluence Hydro, LLC; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Allegan County urges the Michigan Public Service Commission 
(MPSC) and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to grant all necessary regulatory approvals to 
expedite the finalization of this sale in a manner that protects the local public interest; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the County Clerk is authorized to send copies of this Resolution to the 
Michigan Public Service Commission, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources, and Allegan County elected state representatives. 

 
Moved by Commissioner Van Beek, seconded by Commissioner Lubbers to adopt the resolution as 

presented. Motion carried by voice vote: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 
 

BREAK – 10:58 A.M. 
9/ Upon reconvening at 11:10 A.M., the following Commissioners were present: Commissioner Van Beek, 
DeYoung, Lubbers, Beltman and Dugan. Absent: None. 
 
PLANNING ITEMS: BOARD STRATEGIC PLANNING 
10/ Administrator Sarro opened discussion on Board Strategic Planning. 

a. 2025-29 Board Planning – Closeout 
b. 2025-29 Board Planning – Carry Over to 2026-30 Plan 
c. 2026-30 Board Planning – New Project Additions 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NO COMMENTS 
11/ Chair Beltman opened the meeting to public participation and as there were no comments from the public, 
he closed the meeting to public participation. 
 
ADJOURNMENT UNTIL JUNE 18, 2026 AT 9:00 A.M. 
12/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to adjourn until June 18, 2026 at 
9:00 A.M. The motion carried by voice vote and the meeting was adjourned at 11:42 A.M. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 
votes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


