Why does the Health Department monitor beaches?
The Allegan County Health Department (ACHD) conducts weekly sampling at

select beaches from Memorial Day to Labor Day. This sampling and testing
monitors E. coli levels in recreational waters so the public is aware of beach
conditions before visiting them. Scan the QR code for more information and
weekly test results on the MiEnviro BeachGuard website.

Why aren’t all beaches in Allegan County tested?
Beach monitoring is funded by grants from the Beach Act (Great Lakes beaches)

and the State of Michigan’s Renew Michigan funds (inland beaches). Based on
funding received, ACHD has prioritized beaches based on visitor popularity
and/or having a history of high E. coli levels.

Will advisories be issued?

ACHD will issue an advisory if there is a beach sampled that has E. coli levels

above the state limits. Advisories will be posted on the ACHD website, Facebook

page, and on-site at the beach, and will be updated when they are lifted.
How will I know if the water is safe to swim in?
Anytime you choose to swim, check BeachGuard advisories

beforehand and use your best judgment when making that decision.
Consider practicing safe swimming and help prevent recreational
water illnesses by:
o Keeping pets off the beach
e Not feeding the birds
e Using the restroom before swimming
e Not swimming in water that smells foul or looks murky
e Not swimming immediately after heavy rain
/r‘ e Not swallowing lake water
e Vigorously toweling off after swimming
| e Washing hands with soap and water before eating
e Showering right away after returning home

Questions? Contact ACHD at 269-673-5415
or alleganeh@allegancounty.org
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