ANNUAL REPORT for 2025
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Dear Allegan County Taxpayer,

On behalf of Chief Deputy Clerk Jackie Porter, Chief Deputy Register of Deeds Linda Brower and
all of our staff in both offices, it is a pleasure to present to you the Annual Report for 2025.

When compared with the big election year of 2024, | doubt any of us in the Office thought that
2025 would be record-breaking or newsworthy year, but the report tells a much different story.

The Vital Records Division created an all-time high number of original documents last year.
Among those, the 51 babies born during 2025 mark the highest number of births in the county
since the 213 babies of 2008 - which was the last year the county still had a hospital birthing
center within it.

Allegan County Elections received positive recognition from the media on three separate
occasions during 2025. The highlight - Michigan Fair Elections Institute recognized our office’s
efforts at transparency with a “Sunlight Award.”

In the Circuit Court Records Division of the County Clerk’s Office, new cases before the 48"
Circuit were down 265 from 2024.

The slower economy in 2025 produced some weird contradictions in the numbers at the

Register of Deeds Office. The number of land transfers decreased very slightly while the

number of mortgages recorded was up 11.9%. Despite fewer property transactions, the
county still sent $911.010 more in real estate transfer tax to the State than in 2024.

| hope you find the numbers and trends in the report helpful.

| consider it an honor and a blessing to serve as your county clerk and register of deeds. My
team and | take responsive government very seriously, and quality customer service for our
taxpayers is an everyday expectation.

Sincerely,

Bob Genetski, Allegan County Clerk — Register of Deeds (269) 673-0291
bgenetski@allegancounty.org
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The Offices of the Allegan County Clerk and Register of Deeds are open weekdays from 8 A.M.
to 5 P.M. The Clerk’s Office is located in the Courthouse at the County Seat; the Register’s
Office is at the County Services Building in Allegan Township:

The Allegan County Courthouse County Services Building
113 Chestnut Street 3283 122nd Ave.
Allegan, M1 49010 Allegan, MI 49010

Deputy Clerks and Registers can help answer questions by phone at:
Vital Records (269) 673-0450
Elections (269) 673-0290
Circuit Court Records (269) 673-0300

Register of Deeds (269) 673-0390




OFFICE OF THE
REGISTER OF DEEDS

By Law, the Register of Deeds is the “keeper of Public
Record” for land documents. The recording of a
document with this office does not make the
document legal. The action of recording makes the
document public.

The Office of the Register of Deeds was established in
the State of Michigan’s Constitution. The register is
elected on a partisan basis to a four-year term. Some
Michigan registers of deeds are also elected to serve
as the County Clerk (as in Allegan County). The
combination of the Office of the County Clerk and
Register of Deeds was established in the 1850
Constitution.

Under the Michigan Constitution (Article VII, Section
5), “The sheriff, county clerk, county treasurer and
register of deeds shall hold their principal offices at
the county seat.”

Division Overview

Register of Deeds Office
Quick Facts:

Chief Deputy Register: Linda
Brower
FTE's: 4

Money collected in 2025
(including State Transfer Tax):
$9,395,675.90 — an increase from
$8,164,263.50 in 2024

Total Number of Recordings in
2025: 20,968 which represents
an increase of 1,666 from the
year 19,302 of 2024

FACT: The oldest recorded
document in the office is a deed
from 1833.

The Office of the Register of Deeds records all documents pertaining to real property including
deeds, mortgages, liens, powers of attorney, certificates of trust; federal, state, and MESC tax
liens; master deeds and plats; sheriff’s deeds and redemption certificates.

The hardworking deputies in the Register’s Office must be familiar with more than 200 different
types of legal documents and the unique statutes for recording each of them. ROD staff works
closely with attorneys, real estate agents, banks, title agencies and the public. The number one
goal is to provide customer service — polite, professional, accurate and timely.

(<) Allegan County Register of Deeds  Land Records Available Online 24/7

:{; ) Bob Genetski

Public users please

Allegan County Register Online Services

s Last year marked the sixth full year of the county’s
land records being available on Register of Deeds
website. The new technology includes the long-
awaited service of an online searchable database for
land records that allows customers to search on the

Internet and to purchase copies of records 24 hours a
day from any location with Internet service.

neumo



(Register of Deeds Office — continued)

Property Fraud Alert
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Allegan County offers property fraud protection alert
service

Becky Kark

B 1 min to read

Allegan County residents worried about
property fraud and title theft can rest a little
easier thanks to a new tool that will alert
them if their homes or land become targets of
potential title theft. Property Fraud Alert is a
free, online subscription service offered to the
public that allows residents to have their
names monitored within the Register’s Office
in order to track possible fraudulent
recordings that affect their property. With
Property Fraud Alert, subscribers will be
notified when the name they have submitted
is used in any recording activities with the
Register’s Office.

Bob Genetski first announced the new FREE SERVICE in October 2022, and since its inception
4,244 Allegan County property holders have signed up! This protection had been the number
one most requested service of the office from constituents prior to its roll out.

Signing up for the Property Fraud Alert service is quick and easy. Homeowners will go to the
website https://www.allegancounty.org/departments/register-of-deeds. From there, they

- AlleganienmmiyavIrchoan,

should
click on
the link

A

Bob Genetski
Allegan County Register
of Deeds

269-673-0390
Monday to Friday, 8:00
am - 5:00 pm CDT
3283 122nd Avenue
Allegan, MI 49010

i

If you require assistance to sign up please call us at 800-728-3858.

Property Fraud Alert is an online subscription service offered to the public that allows them to have their
name monitored within the Recorder’s office in order to track possible fraudulent recordings that affects
their property. The threat of mortgage fraud and identity theft crimes continue to rise, and all too often
victims of these types of fraudulent activities are unaware their homes or identity have been stolen.
While Property Fraud Alert does not prevent fraud from happening; it provides an early warning system
for property owners to take appropriate actions should they determine possible fraudulent activity has
taken place.

It's simple! Just enter your personal and/or business name and you will be notified when a document is

recorded with your name match.

Continue

Learn more about the Property Fraud Alert service
(T - =

that
reads
Property
Fraud
Alert.
Then,
they will
click on a
link to

review the terms of the service and agree to them. After that, on the secure website, they will
input their first and last names as well as their option to receive the alert via email, phone call
or text message. Residents will then receive a confirmation email that they are signed up. If
the landholder does not have Internet access, he or she can call the office at (269) 673-0390 to
sign up as instead.



(Register of Deeds Office — continued)

Document Recording

For the second year in a row, the total number of recordings in the Register of Deeds office
increased. In 2025, there were 20,968 documents taken in for an increase over the 19,302
recorded in the previous year. The jump of 1,666 represents a 7.9% increase.

Trends in Land Transfers and Mortgage Documents in the
Register of Deeds Office
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Trends in Recordings: The two most frequently recorded documents at the Register of Deeds
Office are land transfers (deeds) and mortgage documents. During 2025, there were 5,806 land
transfers recorded- a decrease of 34 from 2024- and 4,335 mortgages logged — an increase of
516.

Breakdown of $30 Recording Fee

As each document is recorded
with the Register of Deeds, the
Office collects 530. Of that
amount, 521 goes to the Allegan
County General Fund while 55 of
that goes to the County
Automation Fund (for upgrading
technology in the Office). The
remaining 54 goes to Lansing
and the State Remonumentation
Fund.

sS4

m County General Fund ® County Automation Fund

State Remonumentation Fund



(Register of Deeds Office — continued)
Trends in Monies Collected in the Register of Deeds Office from 2018 — 2025 (in dollars)

Money Taken in at the Register of Deeds Office in Dollars
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2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
m Copy Sales 91,673 90,762 99,509 122,343 98,111 81,129 87,192 91,045
State Remt Fees 92,064 85,224 102,688 115,640 88,552 69,188 70,644 76,392
m Recording Fees 478,060 500,813 618,094 677,957 529,568 416,851 425,862 458,699
M Transfer Tax Cnty | 761,399 692,515 878,164 1,092,204 1,181,615 893,578 980,098 | 1,120,858
M Transfer Tax St. | 5,111,665 | 4,594,170 5,886,885 7,302,414 7,417,146 6,014,928 6,600,446 7,511,456

B Transfer Tax St. W Transfer Tax Cnty M Recording Fees State Remt Fees M Copy Sales

The graph above shows the total monies collected for transaction at ROD from 2018 — 2025.
The total amount realized during 2025. The total amount of money realized during 2025 was
$9,395,675.90.

Definitions:
State Real Estate Transfer Tax: collected on all deeds recorded and sent to the State of
Michigan — 1.5% of this is sent to the County General Fund as an administrative fee.

County Real Estate Transfer Tax: collected on all deeds recorded and sent to the County
General Fund.

Recording Fees: collected on every document recorded (of the nearly 200 hundred different
types of documents) most of which goes to the County with a small portion going to the state
(see the pie graph on the previous page for a breakdown).

Remonumentation Fees: collected on every document recorded (with the exception of State
Liens, Federal Liens, County Treasurer documents and MESC Liens) and sent to the state for the
cost of surveying land corners. The monies are collected as part of the $S30 recording fee with
the County General Fund receiving 1.5% as an administrative fee.

Copy Sales: collected on each document - S1 per page and $.20 per image (bulk sales to one
title company). This money goes to the County General Fund.



(Register of Deeds Office — continued)

Eight Year Trend of Deposits Made to the Register of Deeds Automation Fund:

Year 2025 2024 2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018
Amount | 5104,845 | 596,470 | 595,000 | 5$120.505 | 5154,951 | $139,390 | $114,450 | 5$115,050
of

Deposits

TEN YEAR TREND IN MONIES DEDUCTED FROM THE AUTOMATION FUND & SENT TO THE
COUNTY COST ALLOCATION PLAN: Since 2013, $89,805 has been taken from the Automation
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Amount Redirected from the Automation Fund to
the
County Cost Allocation Plan

2016 2017

Did you know?

2018

2019 2020

2021

2022 2023

2024 2025

The Oldest Deed on File with the County

The oldest physical deed on
file at the Register of Deeds
Office is from 1833 (prior to
organization of Allegan
County in 1835 and prior to
Michigan statehood 1836).
The deed between Horace
Comstock and Samuel Foster
executed the sale of many
parcels of land in the Village
of Otsego for $100.

///N/ //// L0072 / /AM »

Fund for the
County Cost
Allocation Plan
to pay for rent
and overhead at
the County
Services
Building.
Finding a
provision that
allows this
practice in state
law is a great
challenge.




(Register of Deeds Office — continued)

Passport Services

The Register of Deeds Office helped
customers from Allegan County (and
beyond) to obtain their United States
Passports by accepting and processing 415
Passport Applications in 2025.

The fee a customer pays for obtaining a

routine passport through the office is $165 «
(which was $145 until a mandated increase

by the federal government that went into

effect in April 2018). With the change,

$130 of the total goes to the U.S.

Department of State while the remaining

S35 is collected by the Register of Deeds

Office and goes into the County General Fund.

Blank application forms are available in the office or online, and in addition to the check or
money order, a customer will want to bring in a valid photo ID and supporting documents (such
as a certified birth certificate). The Register of Deeds Office is pleased to offer passport size
photos taken in the Office for initial applications for $10. Customers may still bring their own
passport size photos if they wish.

Passport Applications Processed in the Register of Deeds
Office from 2015 - 2025

2025 I 115
2024 I 376

2023 | 565
2022 I ——— 392
2021 I 263

2020 I 129

2019 I 349

2018 I 353

2017 I 281

2016 I 354

2015 I 318

0 100 200 300 400 500 600

The 415 applications processed in 2025 represents the second most in the last eleven years.



(Register of Deeds Office — continued)

Revenues to the County General Fund from Passport Applications (at a rate of S35 per
application since April 2nd 2018; prior to the increase, the County earned 525 per application):

YEAR Applications Revenue to the County Revenue at $25/535
2025 415 5§14,525 514,525
2024 376 513,160 513,160
2023 565 $19,775 §19,775
2022 392 §13,720 $13,720
2021 263 59,205 59,205
2020 129 54,515 54,515
2019 349 §12,215 512,215
2018 353 58,925 58,925/52,450*
2017 281 57,025 5$7,025*
2016 354 58,850 58,850*

During 2025, the Office took in $3,470 for taking Passport photos, an increase from the $2,940
of 2024.

& REAL ID UPDATE:
GET ¥ E P(l’ \D READY l After numerous delays, the

Do you have a U.S. Transportation Security
B-EPIL \D compliant \‘].‘ ] & o ]

drivers license;/c = Administration began

IO DIARY »" ; s @ our ig)

altarmative dosuments listed pelow? enforcing REAL ID in May of
- U.8. Passport Book or Card

- Global Entry Card 202 5
- Fe | Government Badge (HSPD-12 PIV card) .

‘__gg;;-
£ Under federal law, travelers
m will need to present a REAL
i wBoyouresdte | ID compliant identification
‘ E 1 R e card to board an airplane
\d : : \7] w within the United States or to
b L enter certain federal
E opocesang”  eumatediielk  facilities.
Ll Ay :

The new requirement is one
more reason to visit the
Register of Deeds Office because a U.S. Passport is considered valid documentation to obtain
the REAL ID.

Each deputy in the Office is annually certified as a Passport Acceptance Agent by the United
States Department of State. Passport services are available from 8AM — 3:30 PM Monday —
Friday by appointment at (269) 673-0390. These visits take between 10 and 20 minutes
provided the applicant has all of his or her necessary documentation.
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(Register of Deeds Office — continued)

Centennial Farms and the Register of Deeds

As the number one agriculture producing county in
the state, Allegan County is blessed with many

~ families that have been tilling the land for
generations. Allegan County families that have
farmed the same land for 100 years or more will
want to visit the Register of Deeds Office for a copy
of the documents that show the history of the

~ property & ownership of the working farm. This is
| the documentation the Historical Society of
Michigan will request for the Michigan Centennial
Farm Program.

Questions on Centennial Farms? Contact the Historical Society of Michigan at (517) 324-1828 or
by email at farms@hsmichigan.org. The state approved 4 Centennial and 3 Sesquicentennial
Farm applications from Allegan County in 2025.

Farmland and Open Space Preservation Applications

Under Public Act 116 of 1975, Allegan County Farm owners can enroll their land in the
Farmland and Open Space Preservation Program. The trends in applications recorded at the
Register of Deeds Office under PA 116 are list by year below:

Year/ # of Applications Recorded
2025-41

2024 - 106
2023 -96
2022 - 66
2021-99
2020-49
2019-103

2018 -127

2017 - 48 Clerk Genetski with an Allegan County detasseling crew.

11



OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK

The Office of the County Clerk was established in the Michigan Constitution. The county clerk is
elected on a partisan basis for a four-year term. Some Michigan county clerks are also elected
to serve as the register of deeds (as in Allegan County). The combination of the Office of the

County Clerk and Register of Deeds was established in the 1850 Constitution.

Under the Michigan Constitution (Article VII, Section 5), “The sheriff, county clerk, county
treasurer and register of deeds shall hold their principal offices at the county seat.”

The Clerk’s Office is comprised of three divisions: Elections, Vital Records, and Circuit Court

Records.

THE VITAL RECORDS DIVISION

The Vital Records Division assists Allegan County
residents with filing and obtaining birth certificates,
marriage certificates, death certificates, and genealogy
research.

In addition, the division receives applications for
Concealed Pistol Licenses (CPL’s), the recording of
home births, notary public applications, small business
licenses (DBA’s) and provides the free service of
registering papers of honorable military discharge.

Certified copies of certificates can be obtained by
visiting our office between 8 AM and 5 PM, Monday
through Friday. If someone is unsure of a record,
friendly deputy clerks are happy to answer any
guestions they can over the phone at (269) 673-0450.

VITAL RECORDS QUICK FACTS:
Chief Deputy Clerk: Jackie Porter
FTE’S: 1.8

Earliest Records on File

December 17th, 1835 First Marriage
License

January 24th, 1867 First Death
Record (William Collman of
Cheshire, died at one year, one
month and 5 days. Cause of death:
“Too Powerful Medicine”)

Total Vital Records Created in 2025

5,359* (MOST EVER GENERATED)

Application forms for many of our services can be found online at:
https://www.allegancounty.org/departments/county-clerk/vital-records

DIVISION OVERVIEW

Deputy clerks generated 5,359 original vital records in the year 2025 representing the highest
number ever in Allegan County. The previous record - set in 2020 - saw 5,129 records created
in the Office.

Trends Original Documents in the Vital Records Division

Year 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Records | 4,210 | 4,356 | 4,254 | 5,129 5,067 | 4,686 | 4,386 | 4,860 | 5,359
Created

12


https://www.allegancounty.org/departments/county-clerk/vital-records

(Vital Records Division — continued)

Breakdown of Vital Records Generated in 2025
360, 7% 51, 1%
250, 5%
12, 0%

914, 17% = Birth Records
Death Records
Marriage License Applications
827, 15% Gl
DD 214's
2,945, 55% Notary Public Appications
m DBA's

Of the 5,359 vital records created in 2025, Concealed Pistol Licenses accounted for 2,945 or
55% of the total. The 914 Death Certificates generated by the deputy clerks accounted for 17%
of records. The third most frequently recorded documents at 15% were the 827 Marriage
License Applications. With 360 applications for Doing Business under an Assumed name, DBA’s
came in at 7% of the total and the fourth largest number. Next, the 250 applications for Notary
Public represented 5% of transactions. The 51 Birth Records presented to the office were only
1% of the 5,359 while the DD 214’s with 12 recorded registered as less than one percent of the
total numbers.

Monies Collected by Vital Records

In 2025, the Vital Records Division took in $369,855.14 in fees at the following rates:

Marriage License Applications — Fee of $20 Filing of a DBA - Fee of 510
Application for a Notary Public- Fee of $10 (new) CPL Application —Fee of $100
CPL renewal - Fee of $115 Miscellaneous Fees* - Fee of $S10

Certified Copies (of Marriage Licenses, Death Certificates, and Birth Certificates) — Fee of $10
(first copy) and $4 for each subsequent copy

*Fees for things such as replacement of a lost CPL card etc.

13



(Vital Records Division — continued)

Trends in Live Home Births

Since 2009, there are no longer any “birthing hospitals” in Allegan County. So, the only birth
certificates initiated in the Office of the County Clerk are those for “live home births” (except in
the case of emergencies). Due to a recent change in the law, fewer and fewer of the county’s
little angels come to Vital Records at the Courthouse with their parents for physical verification.
Instead, the midwife performs the verification and files the birth record directly with the state.
When the record is generated, one copy is recorded with the county and the other is filed with
the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services — State Office of Vital Records.

Year 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024 | 2025
# of 25 30 29 35 22 32 39 42 30 34 51
Births

The 51 births recorded in Allegan County represent the largest number since the 213 logged in 2008 — the last year Allegan
General Hospital had a birthing unit.

Where do babies come from? (home births - see map below)

Dorr Township had more home births than any other jurisdiction with 7.
Leighton Township had 5 and the City of Wayland had 4. The townships of
Allegan, Gun Plain, Martin, & Salem as well as the City of Allegan each had 3
babies born. Seven jurisdictions had two while five localities had one each.
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(Vital Records Division — continued)

Trends in County Marriage Licenses

Marriage License Applications Issued by Vital Records
from 2013 - 2025
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2025 I 327
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For the third year in a row, the number of people who tied the knot in Allegan County

increased. The 827 marriage license applications of 2025 improved by 22 from 2024. The thirty
year high of 850 occurred in 2018 while the 655 of 2009 was the low of the same period.

Did you know??? The earliest recorded marriage license in the vault at the County Clerk’s
Office is for a marriage that took place when Michigan was still a territory. The marriage of
John W. Watson of Allegan to Betsy lves of Allegan occurred on December 17th, 1835 and was
solemnized by Justice of the Peace, John Anderson. The certificate (shown above) was
recorded in May 1836 with County Clerk A. L. Ely.

15



(Vital Records Division — continued)

Trends in Vital Records from 2015 - 2025
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Notary Public Applications

Allegan County saw increases in five of the seven types of vital records created in 2025. DD
214’s recorded went up by 33.33% (in raw numbers from the 8 in 2024 to 12 in 2025).
Predictably, the biggest increase was in Concealed Pistol Licenses issued whereby the 2,945
represent an increase of 466 (15.8%) over 2,479 from the previous year. There were 827
Marriage License Applications created- up from the 805 of 2024. Notary Public Applications
also increased, an improvement of 15 going from 235 to 250. While the raw number of home
births at 51 set a record, the increase over 2024’s number of 34 translates to 33.3%. Small
business licenses (DBA’s) were down 35, dropping from 385 to 360. And Death Certificates held
at the exact same number - 914 in 2025 & 2024.

Some of our team visited the Zhang Legacy Collections Center in 2025 to learn about what records from Allegan County
are stored there. The archives - on WMU’s campus- are a great asset to the public.




(Vital Records Division — continued)

PLACE holland _ For Our Military Veterans
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New record

Number of veterans served by Allegan County skyrockets in 2017 One of the most important

Jake Allen jake.allen@hollandsentinel.com (a nd least known) services the
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6O X = A the recording of military

discharge papers otherwise
known as DD 214’s. Most
often, when service members
return to civilian life, the
military issues only one copy of
their papers of honorable
discharge. If the papers are
lost or destroyed, the federal
government can be very
difficult to deal with when a

veteran tries to replace the originals.

These papers are extremely important for veterans as they apply for VA benefits, Gl Bill
benefits, and even to obtain the “Veteran” designation on a Michigan Driver’s License.

For this reason, the Office of the County Clerk encourages all
Allegan County veterans to file their papers of honorable
discharge with the office. It’s a quick process; it’s FREE, and it
gives veterans and their families peace of mind.

When a veteran comes in to file honorable discharge papers,
he or she will receive the original papers back, a free certified
copy, and the individual and the veteran’s designated heirs
will have access to free certified copies for all of their needs
for the rest of their lives. All of the information on the DD
214 (including whether the document is on file with the clerk)
is unavailable to the public.

Tracking the number of DD 214's filed with the Office since 2015.

YEAR 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024 | 2025
NUMBER | 4 1 44 24 16 6 28 19 15 8 12
FILED

17



(Vital Records Division — continued)

In April of 2021, the Clerk’s Office was
excited to roll out the new Allegan
County Veterans ID card. Thisisa
The Allegan County Veterans ID Card free benefit extended to those who
have been honorably discharged from
A Benefit for our Veterans U.S. Military service and who file their
DD 214 (papers of honorable
discharge) with the Clerk’s Office.

The process to obtain the card —
is quick and easy. The former ;
serviceman or woman brings
his or her original DD 214 to
the Clerk’s Office to be
registered (or brings an ID to
confirm that the papers are
already on file). The deputy
clerks in the office make a
copy, give the original DD 214
back to the veteran, take a

Veteran ID benefit cards now available to Allegan County

quick digital photo and upload residents A

Bocky Kark  Ape 25, 2021

it before printing the card.
The entire process takes no more than 10 minutes.

Veterans can present the cards at participating businesses throughout the county and in fact
throughout the U.S. to obtain
Allegan County Veteran ID Card discounts and benefits. Each eligible

Allegan County veteran is presented

Branch:

Army with a booklet of such benefits. This

Dischiafise Dale: booklet w;s u;;;iate: and impro;ed

_ in 2025. The office has presented 92
1/aN194 Veterans ID Cards since the benefit
was first rolled out. Prior to the

Bob Genetski release of the ID cards, this benefit
113 Chestnut Street was the number one request that
Allegan, Ml 49010 customers were asking for the Office

Date Issued: 01/01/2020 to provide prior to role out.

The Office would love to hear from more West Michigan businesses that offer veterans
discounts to include in the booklet. Any business that would like to participate can call (269)
673-0450 or email bgenetski@allegancounty.org for details on how to participate.
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The Elections Division

The county clerk is the chief election officer in Allegan County.
While local jurisdictions run much of the day-to-day
operations for voting, the Elections Division is responsible for
the administration of elections, the accurate accumulation of
results, and maintaining of election records. The Elections
Coordinator collaborates with staff at the county office, state
agencies, with other county clerks, as well as township and
city clerks throughout Allegan County. This work covers three
basic areas related to elections: maintaining the Qualified
Voter File, meeting the campaign finance and educational
needs of candidates, and serving the election needs of Allegan
County voters.

Clerk Genetski swears in Steve McNeal Chairman of the Allegan County Board of
Canvassers.

The Qualified Voter File

The Qualified Voter File (QVF) is a state-run database of every
legally registered voter in Michigan. To ensure the integrity of
voter rolls for Allegan County residents, the Election
Coordinator
facilitates entry of
newly registered
voters, address
updates, and
removal of electors
who have moved,
who request to be
removed from rolls
or who have passed
away. The
coordinator also
communicates with other states to remove from the files
voters who move across state lines. Maintaining the integrity
of the QVF is essential to protecting the security of the vote.

ELECTIONS DIVISION
AT A GLANCE

Chief Deputy Clerk: Jackie
Porter

Division FTE’s: 1
Coordinating in county for:
44 in county precincts

10 in county school districts
2025 Voter Turnout %

May 6" 20.3%
Special Election

August 5" 16.42%
Special Election

November 4t 21.78%
Special Election/General

Turnout in Raw Numbers:

May 6 8,461 (from
17 jurisdictions)

August 5t
10 jurisdictions)

7,753 (from

November 4™ 4,762 (from
11 jurisdictions)

The Elections Division works

with Barry County, Berrien
County, Kent County,
Kalamazoo County, Ottawa
County, Van Buren and the
State to accumulate
election results.
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(Elections Division — continued)

Campaign Finance

Maintaining the many election files that serve Allegan County candidates, residents, and the
public at large is constant work. The Elections Division makes every effort to align Allegan
County filing policies with the ever-changing Campaign Finance Law governed by the Bureau of
Elections in Lansing.

During 2025, the Clerk’s Office oversaw and accepted campaign filings from 23 candidates and
3 ballot initiative groups while accepting candidate filings from “write in” candidates for city
council, township office and school board.

ELECTIONS AND THE PUBLIC
2025 Elections

For an “off-election year”, 4
2025 produced a lot of 1450 am - 99.7 rm
voting news. In January,

well before any proposals
were put on a ballot, the s ol
Ottawa County Clerk

Ottawa Co. Scraps Early Voting Centers for 2026 Gubernatorial Elections

OLIVE TWP, MI (WHTC-AM/FM, Jan. 15, 2025) ~ When the state has Its next round of earfy voting for the gubernatorial elaction year of 2026, Ottawa County will

p u b I | Cly a n no u n Ced th at h e change the way it conducts the nine-day period prior to the August 3 Primary Election and the November 2™ General Electicn.
. . On Wednesday, Ottawa County Clerk/Register of Deeds Justin Rosbuck announced that, after conferring with local derks, the county will have the indwidual
was going to shift from a et e the ey vot, st ofesabhing four ocal certrs, a was the cas or the 2024 primsy e genera elctons. He ol out Ut Otawe
County had 13 percent of efigible voters cast ballots in the October 26-November 3 window, while nelghboring Allegan County, which had the Individual munkipalities
county-based Early In setup, had 24 perces.
Pe rson Voti ng m Odel to a Roebuck added that the county will still be Involved for programming and testing of all equipment, training of election workers, troubleshooting and material support,

managing and submitting early voting plans to the Michigan Secretary of State office, and handling state grant and reimbursement processes for the local jurisdictions.

local jurisdiction run model.

In the announcement, Clerk Justin Roebuck recognized that the early voting turnout system run
by local clerks throughout Allegan County produced significantly higher voter participation than
the 13% produced by the “county hub” model. The statistics were staggering and served as a
tremendous compliment to the sacrifice, hard work and collaboration of city and township
clerks north of Baseline Road, east of Lake Michigan, south of Ottogan Street and west of

Patterson Road.
All 3 Kalamazoo-area tax proposals fail in May

The May 6t Special Election 6 ‘eleym‘on

==
There were six proposals on the May ballot: the e n
Caledonia Community Schools Operating Millage,
Delton Kellogg Schools Bond Proposal, School District
of the City of Holland Operating Millage, Otsego ' @

Public Schools Bond Proposal, Zeeland Public Schools
Operating Millage, OISD Special Education Millage.
The Otsego Bond issue went down 1,815 to 1,276 —
failing in eight of eight jurisdicitons. The other - & —_—
measures all passed. Voter turnout was 20.3%. e c—
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(Elections Division — continued)
More News

In late May, the Michigan Fair Elections
Institute awarded County Clerk Bob
Genetski & the Elections Division with a
Sunlight Award for the Office’s
responsiveness to requests for information
under the Freedom of Information Act.

Genetski was one of only 18 county clerks
statewide earning such recognition for
being willing to make public records
available quickly and without cumbersome
red tape.

KAMFEI

Michigan Fair Elections Institute

MFEI Sunlight Award

18 Michigan County clerks responded in five or fewer business days to a FOIA
request for election data from the November 2024 general election. Only 22% of
Michigan's 83 county clerks provided the information that quickly. “We call it the
Sunlight Award because sunlight is often called the best disinfectant,” Johnson

explained. According to the inscription, the award is presented to clerks “in
recognition of your outstanding dedication and exemplary service in responding to
citizens’ requests for information about elections with speed, accuracy, and
professionalism. Your commitment to transparency and efficiency strengthens public
trust in the democratic process and upholds the highest standards of civic duty.”

Sunlight Award Winners

Antrim County - Victoria Bishop Keweenaw County - Julie Carlson

Alcona County - Stephany Eller Lake County - Patti Pacola
Janet L. Taylor
Alger County - Joel VandeVelde
Livingston County - Elizabeth Hundley
Allegan County - Bob Genetski
Jackie Porter (FOIA)
Daron Taylor (FOIA)

Mackinac County - Hillary Vowell

Mason County - Cheryl Kelly

In July, information from the Secretary of State’s Office showed that Allegan County enjoyed
the second highest Early In Person Voting turnout in the entire state for the November 2024
General Election. Bridge Magazine broke the story that once again solidified the great job

done by local clerks throughout Allegan County in bringing early voting closer to where voters

-
.
l;ﬂd% Michigan's nonpartisan, nonprofit news source
HICHIGAN C

Most Michiganders voted early or absentee in 2024.

See how your county cast ballots

Voters in Barry,
Allegan and Kalkaska
counties — which
overwhelmingly went
for Trump — were the
biggest fans, casting
more than a third of
all balots during the
early in-person period,
according to new
Michigan Secretary of
State data.

Most ballots cast:
) Absentee

@ Early in-person
Election Day

Harris: 35.6%

live.

In state’s first ever
general election with
early voting, 34.9%
of Allegan County
voters chose to vote
Early In Person. In
fact, more electors
chose to vote early
than to participate
absentee (33.4%) or
on Election Day
(31.7%).

This amazing turnout
is a testament to the
commitment of our
township and city
clerks and our
dedicated election
inspectors.
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(Elections Division — continued)

The August 5t Special Election

Voters in ten Allegan County jurisdictions went to the polls in August with nine proposals on the
ballots over sixteen in-county precincts. Laketown Township’s electors had two proposals
before them while Lee Township had a road millage renewal. There were three renewals on
Manlius Township’s ballots. Fennville Public Schools & the School District of the City of Holland
had bond proposals up for decision. August voters were in a generous mood as everything on
the ballot in Allegan County passed. Turnout was 16.42%.

The November 4 General Election

Eleven jurisdictions and thirteen precincts
throughout the county had provisions on the
November ballot. Voters in the Allegan
County portion of the City of Holland voted
against increasing their own taxes - a
Headlee Override vote — but were
outnumbered by voters north of 32"? Street
who supported the measure. Fillmore
Township had three measures on the ballot.
Residents passed the first two by healthy
numbers, but the Township Water/Sewer
Renewal Millage won by only 10 votes of 550
participants. Hopkins Township electors
passed an Extra-Voted Road Improvement
Millage while Zeeland Public Schools voters
overoad the wishes of its district’s Allegan
County voters and passed a bond proposal.

Voters in Leighton Township approved the
KISD Regional Enhancement Millage. A

Holland residents vote yes on Headlee Override
issue

A

-

AN\ %

HOLLAND, MI -- Holland residents voted yes on an issue to override tax
collecting limits set by 1978 legislation.

In the Tuesday, Nov. 4 election, the proposal passed by a vote of 3,505
(55.78%) to 2,779 (44.22%), according to unofficial results from the Ottawa
County Clerk’s Office.

portion of Casco Township electors approved two Lake Michigan Community College proposals.
Holland voters reelected their mayor while the City of the Village of Douglas, Fennville, Holland,
Saugatuck and Wayland electors made decisions on city council seats.

Turnout countywide was 21.78% or 4,762 voters of 21,860 eligble from 13 precincts.

22



CIRCUIT COURT RECORDS DIVISION

Division Overview

The Circuit Court Records Division of the Clerk’s
Office is the fundamental access point to the 48th
Circuit Court for all parties in divorce, paternity,
custody cases, child support decisions, personal
protection orders, civil matters greater than $25,000,
felonies, and appeals. This office is where customers
have their first interaction with the court system.
The talented deputy clerks work hard to make any
experience at our service window as seamless and
pleasant as possible by providing information
regarding procedures and access to court related
resources as well as Friend of the Court and the Legal
Assistance Center. The clerks also provide access to
public court records.

The Family Division of Circuit Court manages the
paperwork for adoptions, name changes and neglect
and abuse
Q
cases before —
the Court. I
e

Our services
include
processing
documents
necessary to
initiate new
cases filed
with the
Court as well
as receiving,
reviewing, and processing all documents pertaining
to pending legal matters before judges as well as
pulling records for the scheduled hearings, and
clerking in the courtroom.

B4

Our staff is friendly and polite — emphasizing

Circuit Court Records
Division Facts

Chief Deputy Clerk: Jackie Porter
FTE’s: 8*

Circuit Court Records provides
the essential framework behind
the scenes for the 48th Circuit
Court by collecting and disbursing
monies to many circuit court,
county, state, nonprofit and
private sector accounts involving:

Restitution, bonds, Victims’
Rights Fund, fines, state
minimum costs, filing fees,
motion fees, jury trial fees,
garnishment & subpoena fees.

The division serves as a pass-
through entity whereby
restitution payments are
collected and sent to victims of
crimes. In 2025, the Clerk’s office
collected approximately 1 million
dollars.

Individual deputy clerks from this
office serve as clerks in the 48th
Circuit Court Judges’ hearings.

*This number increased from 7
to 8in 2025 to accommodate a
third circuit court judge being
added to the bench.

customer service- knowing that many of the people

who need our service might be navigating a complex legal system for the first time.
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(Circuit Court Records Division — Continued)

Reporting to State Agencies

The Circuit Court Records Division is responsible for reporting all convictions of a felony or high
court misdemeanor to numerous state agencies. Depending on the situation, the Office might
communicate with the Michigan Secretary of State, Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services, Michigan State Police, and/or the Michigan Department of Corrections. These reports
help create accurate records for the public to access at the state level. In addition, all cases
involving a motor vehicle are abstracted to the Secretary of State so the state may take
necessary actions to uphold and protect the citizens of Michigan.

Breakdown of the 2,295 New Cases Filed with the 48th Circuit Court in 2025

New Cases Filed 2025

= Misc Family, 0. AppPeals, 32 o agoptions, 33

= PPO's, 411

/_ = Criminal, 612
= Name Changes, 52 \
= Juvenile/Neglect, 389
Civil, 212
® Domestic,550 =
m Appeals = Adoptions = Criminal Civil = Domestic
= Juvenile/Neglect = Name Changes = PPQ's = Misc Family

During 2025, there were 2,295 cases filed with the 48 Circuit Court, down from 2,560 in 2024.
Of the new cases, 612 were criminal charges while 550 were domestic cases. Personal
protection orders represented 411 followed by 389 juvenile/neglect cases. There were 212 civil
cases, 52 name changes, 33 adoptions and 32 appeals filed.

“It is a pleasure to work with Mr. Genetski and the staff of the Allegan County Clerk’s Office... the Clerk’s
Office provides excellence service in... receiving, docketing, organizing and providing for the record
keeping function of the 48th Judicial Circuit Court. All staff are capable, organized, diligent, and
consistent in their efforts. The staff also ensures that the public receives service with kindness and
courtesy.... Without their assistance, it would be impossible for the Circuit Court to function properly.”

The Honorable Matthew Antkoviak. Chief Judee 48t Circuit Court
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(Circuit Court Records Division — Continued)

Annual Report to the SCAO

The Michigan State Court Administrator’s Office annually requests a caseload report of all
counties that identifies important case data, such as the number of new cases filed each year as
well as the age of each case from the initial filing date to the date of disposition. Each year, the
Circuit Court Records Division helps prepare and submit this data to the state. The Clerk’s
Office collaboratively works with the Circuit Court staff to review these statistics and improve
upon the previous year’s data. Improvements to such procedures work to ensure that the
County’s residents are satisfied with their overall court experiences.

4000
3500
3000
2500
2000
1500
1000

50

3347

2239
958
I 150

2025

o O

B Pending/Beginning of the Year

1069

2663
941
I 154 I 129

Trends in Court Caseloads

3765 3733

2542

2024 2023

New Cases

Trends in Personal Protection Orders

1017

Re-openned Cases

3617

2447

2022

1027

I 153 I 162

M Total Caseload

3252

Adult Personal Protection Orders dropped by ten in 2025 from 263 to 253 in 2024. At the same

Twelve Year Trend in Personal Protection
Orders Filed with the Circuit Court
Records Division

2014

2015 2016 2017

e=@==Adult PPO's Domestic

three on the year.

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

e=@==Adutl PPO's Non-domestic

2023 2024

Juvenile PPO's

2025

time, Non-
domestic
PPQO’s
increased by
thirteen to
152 from 139.
Juvenile PPO’s
held steady
landing at six
for the second
year in a row.
This means
that overall,
PPO’s saw a
net gain of
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(Circuit Court Records Division — Continued)

Adoptions

YEAR 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024 | 2025

Adoptions | 68 46 45 36 74 42 56 54 27 47 33

The adoption process in Allegan
County begins with a filing in the
Circuit Court Records Office.
Deputy clerks work with
petitioning parents, Family
Court, adoption agencies and
attorneys to facilitate the
process.

While adoptions in Michigan are
not part of the public record,
once a year, the Clerk’s Office
participates in “National
Adoption Day” during which
families engage in a public
ceremony at the Courthouse.

This ceremony is one of the
most moving and heartwarming
events each year anywhere in
Allegan County.

The Circuit Court Records
Division helped to process 33
adoptions in 2025.

The Ten-Year Trend in Family Court Filings (other than adoptions) in the Records Division is seen
in the table below:
YEAR 2025 | 2024 | 2023 | 2022 | 2021 | 2020 | 2019 | 2018 | 2017 | 2016
Juvenile/Neglect | 390 539 575 406 303 349 387 474 502 | 667
Cases

Friend of the Court
This Division interacts with the Friend of the Court as well. The Office processes family cases
initiated by F.O.C. and can also attest a “true copy” of a Friend of the Court order.
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(Circuit Court Records Division — Continued)

Collection and Disbursement of Monies for the Court

The Clerk’s Office is responsible for receipting in all payments for the 48th Circuit Court. This
includes all statutorily mandated fees and court ordered fines, costs, restitution and juvenile
delinquent fines for family court. These payments may be made at the Circuit Court Records
window or online.

During 2025, the Circuit Court Records Division collected $242,795 for Adult Cases and
disbursed $290,259 to victims of crimes. Collections from juveniles during the same period
amounted to $27,678 and $29,537 was paid out to victims.

Circuit Court Case Files are kept in the vaults at the Courthouse
while much older cases are stored at the Zhang Legacy
Collection Center on the campus of Western Michigan
University. For some of the more infamous cases like the
House of Judah trail from the 1980’s, there are boxes and
boxes of files.
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Other Duties and Responsibilities of the Clerk — Register

The Allegan County Plat

/ Board

",
@) . The County Clerk serves as secretary to the County Plat
Board.
g
State Law directs the County Clerk, [& Zz ¢
the Register of Deeds and the A e \\\ \
County Treasurer to serve on the > //' N,
County Plat Board. The Plat Board
makes certain that the proper
county and local agencies have
reviewed, approved and signed off S
on any new plats. =
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Ongoing projects, outstanding issues, and concerns for the future...
Rapid Turnover of Local Elected Officials

Public service is not what it used to be. Ever increasing demands on what are supposed to be
part time elected jobs and unfunded mandates from Lansing have made running for and serving
in office a much bigger sacrifice than it used to be. Since November 2024 General Election cycle
alone, 11 of Allegan County’s 24 township clerks retired. This means the loss of more than 125
years of institutional knowledge & election expertise left township government over the last
two cycles leaving behind no training manual to pass on to the next generation of clerks.

For the 2026 “off year election cycle”, the county is on track to set a record for the number of
township offices on the partial term ballot. This means that more officials ran for township
office in 2024 and, for whatever reason, left those offices in less than two years’ time. This
trend is very concerning for the future of representative government at the local level.

New Voting Systems (and the Cost of Implementation)

During 2025, Michigan’s Secretary of State announced she wanted to pursue the purchase and
implementation of new voting systems statewide. Allegan County rolled out its current voting
systems in 2018. The current
systems were projected to last 10 —
12 years. The contract for the

e mones il e ks e vt e o ot e 202 current system is up in 2027. The
By Hayley Harding | Febrsary 11, 2026, 633pm ST funding source for the machines

currently in use in Allegan County

was federal taxpayer money allocated to the states through the Help American Vote Act. The
combination of that grant and the price of the Dominion Voting Systems product meant that
cities and townships throughout Allegan County were spared any expense for the machines and
maintenance for the first five years of the contract.

ELECTION FUNDING

Michigan Gov. Whitmer proposes $43 million for new
election equipment

Buying new machines could represent a $20,000 to $60,000 hit to local budgets and would
represent another unfunded mandate from the State of Michigan.

New Land Records System

In 2019, the Allegan County Register of Deeds Office put all of the land records held at the
county online in a new searchable database. Seven years down the road that system is looking
dated and the county is having to contract with another vendor for add on services like the
popular Property Fraud Alert. In order to have the best product available for the county’s
residents, the office hopes to go out for bid in 2026 or 2027 for a new system that will
incorporate the extra services customers have come to expect.
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Thankyousomuoh ¢ lwasatat  G00d morning Bob, A shout
Hopkins Township meeting about a
month ago and saw you there. You Out and tha nks tO

are doing a good service for our

community. everyone's hard work
leading up to and

. ;:I:\g;n;::z:it Tuinstra thank you! CO.mpletIng yeSterdayls
primary.

AT

\ \ A Just so you know and also
~ please share;

B

‘f _.,;‘st';i‘ Your staff at the County

13m Love Reply

-‘2

Clerk's office have been
 extremely helpful in a number
"- of different ways and situations
, for me and numerous others in
- obtaining and turning in
election paperwork.

Also, helpful in other areas.

| am not alone in my
application of your office.

Thank you, and please thank
them.

Afternoon Bob,

Just wanted to compliment the
staff in your office for their
kindness and professionalism
in answering some questions
my wife and | had about
passports today. Tell them
thank you for the assistance!
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You guys are AWESOME ! Yes | Soittook two trips (our fault)

; : - but we got our passport
confirmed in person with Sue.  ,;jications in. The gal was
super knowledgeable, helpful,
and very nice! Very glad we
went there as opposed to the
post office.

Yep! Picked up today. Bob, Thank you for
Thank you. EVERYTHING !! b

Oh man... so you did have to
drive in?

Daron is awesome, very

Yes. That's no problem. knowledgeable and patient.
Everyone was super nice You have great staff. Thanks

Bob

[

Ryan Ewing

Sheri LaFave v X .
STELLAR Employees!! Ja‘f\e' Juare Excellent job 'to you and your office staff E
Hold onto them with everything you ovieWs Bob Genetski ....they were extremely
have, because we don't make them like 3t helpful when | utilized their services
that anymore!! *
THANK YOU to them for going above & * * +* x ou c\eﬂ‘s- 34m Love Reply i
Beyond without hesitation!!! ‘\‘ -‘-“an\(\!
6d Like Reply 30 ‘s\aﬂ 1) \eQ . Bob Genetski
fr—— T ~ .~ g thank you brother!

im SimpkKin & —
The deputy clerks in this case should be BOb has done a Wonderfu' lOb

e el Tl goy ameCyses. mimest serving the people of A"egan Hey Bob! Thanks so ch fr the inft.;-oﬁ

cases you get minimal effort, at best, at Fraud. Tony just registered us with your

all levels of government. I'm sure this over the years running the super-efficient office. Hope you're getting

man was grateful. He was very fortunate

) ; . % bett: day!
milglspeakstoahealthy culture in that Clerks Offlce and Rengter Of etter every aay
o Like  Reply 00 Deeds. He has also provided R

6d Like Reply 21

Jan Westendorp _ great support to the local

I'm always impressed by the service

received in Allegan County! Thanks Clerks throughout A"egan
County along with providing

excellent training to election

Inspectors. | believe he will

Susan Bramble Ooms

6d Like Reply 21

Kevin Black
Well done!!

6d Like Reply 2/
Paula Pasma

Definitely above and beyond! Great
service!

6d Like Reply 2
Connie Hutchins-Giles

Outstanding!!!
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Thankyou for sharing the
letter with my dad.
Otherwise we likely
wouldn't have seenit. An
amazing term of 55 years as
trustee. | can remember
when | attended meetings
as deputy clerk it was
always great to have you
sharing updates at the
meetings. You are a such an
easy going personable
elected official to visit with.

Marla Weber

| understand other counties are having

problems with election paperwork. So
thankful for the people we have working
in Allegan County Clerk's office! They
do an excellent job!!

16m Love Reply 20¢

Al Pscholka

The Allegan County Clerk's office is no
doubt one of the best, they do a great
job, are responsive, and get the job
done. Well done, Representative.

16m Like Reply 14

Joleen Apol

Great job by everyone in the Allegan
County Clerks Office. 2= Thank you so
much for having a great team that
provides a necessary service to the
county!
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